
 
Dear Tom

This Sunday finds us celebrating Gaudete Sunday – Rejoicing Sunday – taking its
name from the first word of the Entrance Antiphon at Mass: Rejoice. The vestment
colour changes to Rose, a sign that we are at a mid-point in the Season of
Advent. We rejoice that the coming of the Lord is near.
 
The readings speak of waiting in patience. In the Gospel, Jesus speaks of John the
Baptist as the greatest person born of woman. Yet He compares John to the least in
the Kingdom of heaven – we wait in patience for the coming of the Kingdom. Isaiah
speaks of the promise of God's coming and the need for us to be ready – but
patience is needed, for the Lord has not yet come.
 
James, in his letter, calls plainly for patience. His words reflect Isaiah – we must be
ready for the coming of the Lord and be patient until He comes again.
 
We live in a world where so many expect instantaneous results. The world seems,
perhaps, to move faster – and there are many in our communities, our homes, who
feel the pain of isolation. Like those to whom James writes, we need to learn the
patience of the farmer, who must wait for the rain, the sun and the results of the
crop. 
 
As Jesus' followers, we have an opportunity for a particular witness to the world – a
certain slowing of pace that is the witness of patient and joyful waiting. Spending
time in prayer, living the rhythm of the seasons of the Church's year, reflecting on
the Scriptures and giving time to our brothers and sisters. Such life prepares us for
the coming of the Kingdom of God and will enable us to truly celebrate the feast of
the Lord's birth.

With every blessing,

+Richard

 

THIS WEEKEND 

SATURDAY, DAY OF RECONCILIATION

This Saturday, we have confessions at St Joseph's from 8:30am to 4:00pm.
Priests from the  Guildford Team will be available during most of the day but, for



various reasons, we unfortunately don't have as many visiting priests as
anticipated (1 in the morning and 2 in the afternoon). If you would like a change
of confessor there are also confessions from 10:00-11:00 at St Joseph's,
Milford, and from 4:15-4:45 at St Joan of Arc, Farnham.

PARISH CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN OF HMP SEND
PRISONERS

We are again collecting UNWRAPPED presents (£10 - £15 toys or Amazon gift
vouchers). Collection boxes will be available at each church from 13th to
21st December. For further details please see the poster in the church porch or
contact Judith Vickers on judithvickers@hotmail.com. 
200 CLUB

Sunday 14th December
This quarter's draw for the 200 Club will take place at St. Joseph's during coffee
after Sunday's 10.30am mass. Good luck to all our members and if you would
like to join for the next draw in the Spring, please contact the administrator on
200club@cpg.church or go to the parish website.
Good luck to all our members and if you would like to join for the next draw in
the Spring, please contact the administrator on 200club@cpg.church or go to
the parish website

THE COMING WEEK

TUESDAY - 10AM MASS AT ST PIUS NOT ST JOSEPH'S

The morning Mass has moved because St Peter's School are preparing for their
Christmas Carol Service all day at St Joseph's.

PRAYER

CHRISTMAS MASSES

Christmas Eve  Wednesday 24th December 

St Pius X 5.30pm 
St Joseph's 6pm 
St Mary's 7pm

St Edwards 8pm Midnight Mass
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St Pius X 9pm Midnight Mass
St Joseph's 10pm Midnight Mass
St Mary's 11pm Midnight Mass with carols 

Christmas Day  Thursday 25th December

St Edward's 8.30am
St Pius X 9.15am
St Joseph's10.30am
St Mary's 11.15am

Boxing Day  Friday 26th December 

St Joseph's 10am
St Mary's 11am St Stephens day for Altar servers

Masses from Monday 29th December to Friday 2nd January will be  10am at St
Joseph's only

ST JOSEPH'S

Singers of all ages and abilities are welcomed to join the choir for the 6pm
Christmas Eve Vigil Mass at St Joseph's. Whether you have lots of experience
singing in church, or would like to try it for the first time, contributing your voice
is a wonderful and meaningful way to enhance the beauty of this celebration of
our Lord's Nativity.
There will be a rehearsal at St Joseph's on Monday 22nd
December at 7pm, then meeting at 4:15pm on the 24th before the 6pm Mass. If
you are interested in participating, please sign up via this form or feel free to
simply come along! https://cpg.churchsuite.com/-/forms/9gp89ffl
 

MASS INTENTIONS – Please click here  Int 13th December 2025.pdf   for
the coming week

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers 

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/-/forms/9gp89ffl
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Teresa Hayes - Funeral on Friday 19th December at 11am at St Mary's

Fiorentina De Filippis - Funeral  on Wednesday 14th January at 11am at St
Edward's 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them, May they rest in Peace

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION FOR PRIESTS

The priests of the Guildford HUB are very grateful for your support of the
Christmas Clergy Collection. The Christmas and Easter collections make up
the majority of the priests' annual personal income in our diocese. Donations
can be made via  the contactless card machine or by bank transfer. As a
number of parishioners will be away for Christmas Envelopes are available in
the Parish Porches and there is a link on the Contactless Machines. THANK
YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

THANKSGIVING TEA

The Guildford HUB clergy would like to invite all those who volunteer in the
Parish in whatever ministry or role to join them for the Afternoon Tea they will be
personally hosting on Sunday 4th January at 3pm in St Joseph's Hall  Please
save the date in your diary.

FORMATION

ADVENT GROUPS-THE WORD BECAME POOR AND DWELT AMONG
US 

This is the last week to meet in fellowship this Advent, praying through some of
the Sunday readings, exploring Pope Leo's new document on the Love for the
Poor and some of the saints who have lived the preferential and evangelical
option for the poor.

These take place 2pm on Tuesday afternoons in Elstead, 7pm on Thursdays in
Haslemere, Friday mornings at 10.15am in Godalming, after 9am Mass in
Chiddingfold. Visit https://stedsgod.churchsuite.com/-/forms/xzt1lyf6 to sign up,
or contact the Godalming parish office 01483 416880.
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MISSION

ST EDWARDS LUNCH 

St Edward's lunch is currently at capacity. We can take names and numbers for
those wishing to be on a cancellation list. 
Contact Toni@Hourahane.com or 07798 692022 to cancel or to be in the
reserve list. 

CPG 10% CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL

As we celebrate the Birth of Christ we renew our commitment to reach out in his
name to those in need with compassion and charity. This Christmas we are
invited to donate up to 10% of our Christmas spending via this Appeal to three
charities: a local, national and international charity, each meeting the needs of
the 'Poorest of the Poor' or other 'extremely deserving cause'. This year's
Charities include:

LOCAL: MATRIX TRUST
Supporting mental health needs of young, vulnerable people across Guildford

NATIONAL: HOUSING JUSTICE
Helps people out of homelessness and creates justice in the housing system

INTERNATIONAL: MARY'S MEALS
Provides life-changing school meals to children in the world's poorest
communities.
For more information and how to donate please visit:CPG Christmas Charity
Appeal

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARDS & ADVENT CALENDARS

Christmas cards, Advent Calendars and diaries have arrived at St Pius X and St
Joseph's!  Open after Sunday masses. 
Support Catholic charities: Traidcraft, St. Vincent de Paul, Aid to the Church in
Need, The Jesuit Missions and The Catholic Children's Society. 

New Sunday Missals and Weekday Missals can be purchased at the Shop at
St Joseph's.  An ideal Christmas gift!

The shop is open after Sunday Masses every week.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/dcija40j
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FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 2026

The Diocesan Directory for 2026 is now available from St. Joseph's Parish
Shop and from the Parish Office: 0ffice@cpg.church. The Directory gives the
details for the coming Liturgical Year (Solemnities, Saints, Seasons etc) as well
as details of all the Parishes and Masses across Surrey & Sussex. It also
includes contact details for all the Diocesan Services and Offices. Cost £5. 

PARISH FINANCE ACCOUNTS

The Parish accounts for the six-month period are now available to view
at https://www.cpg.church/finance.html

Thank you for everyone who responded to the 2024 Appeal, which has
contributed to a much-improved financial position. If you have any questions
about the accounts, please simply complete the form at the bottom of the web-
page."

OTHER EVENTS

SURREY COUNTY COUNCIL - FOSTERING FOCUS GROUP

Surrey County Council seeks participants from faith communities for a focus
group on fostering. Sessions will be online (or in-person if preferred), lasting up
to 1.5 hours within the next month. To participate or learn more, contact Jenny
at research@surreycc.gov.uk or 07974 373888.

 

C P G LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday – 10am
EVENING PRAYER: 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please

mailto:0ffice@cpg.church
https://www.cpg.church/finance.html
https://www.cpg.church/finance.html
mailto:research@surreycc.gov.uk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs


email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704 by 4.45pm

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN

FURTHER & UPDATED INFORMATION

WEBSITE

FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
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We have new social media accounts for the parish which will have devotional
posts and news about events in the parish.

Facebook - Catholic Parish of Guildford and Instagram.com/catholic_guildford

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580454245934&locale=en_GB
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61580454245934&locale=en_GB
https://www.instagram.com/catholic_guildford/
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