
The Jesuit poet Gerard Manley Hopkins wrote ‘The Wreck of the Deutschland’ after 
reading newspaper accounts of the event in North Wales, where he was studying for the 
priesthood. The account of the journey and tragic shipwreck only comes in Part 2 of the 
poem. In Part 1 the poet describes his own conversion to God, his own relationship with 
God, and how he is touched by the events of the shipwreck to write the poem.  
 
Hopkins gives a brilliant account in Part 2 of the storm, the climax of which is one of the 
5 nuns calling out to Christ before she drowns. This calling out to Christ (mentioned 
only briefly in the newspaper accounts) is for Hopkins the climax of the storm sequence. 
He  continues with an exploration of her reasons, what she meant, and what it all means 
for us.  
                  Peter Cadden 

 


