GUILDFORD

The Prophet Isaiah, writing some 800 years before the birth of Jesus, looks
forward to a time when there will be peace and justice. His prophecy, which we
hear in today's first reading, speaks of openness to those gifts that we now
recognise as the gifts of the Spirit, of mercy and justice for those who are
oppressed, of total harmony for all of creation.

In the Gospel this weekend, we find the last of all the prophets — John the
Baptist — speaking out against the oppressors of his day and warning them of
the coming of the Messiah, the Christ, whose message St Paul preaches to the
Romans in a way that reflects the prophecy of Isaiah — for Christ has come that
all may live in harmony.

At a time in our own history when we see so clearly that this message of peace
and justice, of harmony between peoples and across the whole of creation —
itself, God's gift to us — is in peril, let us pray fervently for a renewed openness
to the gift of peace. Let us pray for the recognition of the dignity of every person,
especially on the part of all those in positions of power. May the world hear the
warnings of John the Baptist and be open to the gifts of the Spirit and the peace
that is Jesus' gift to us.

With every blessing, +Richard

HCPT CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

TOMORROW - Saturday 6th December, HCPT will be selling Christmas
trees, to raise funds for their Lourdes Pilgrimage, at St Pius Church Hall
between 9am and 3pm
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Teams of Our Lady

TEAMS OF OUR LADY ANNUAL CELEBRATION

This Saturday (6th December) after the 5.30pm Mass at St Pius Church all are
welcome to join us in the hall for a get together in celebration of

Our Lady's birthday. Please bring a small plate of finger food to share. Drinks
will be provided.

200 CLUB

7th December

This quarter's draw for the 200 Club will take place at St. Joseph's during coffee
after next Sunday's 10.30am mass. Good luck to all our members and if you
would like to join for the next draw in the Spring, please contact the administrator

on 200club@cpg.church or go to the parish website

GUILDFORD 10% CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL IS NOW OPEN!

As we celebrate the Birth of Christ we renew our commitment to reach out in his
name to those in need with compassion and charity. This Christmas we are
invited to donate up to 10% of our Christmas spending via this Appeal to three
charities: a local, national and international charity, each meeting the needs of
the 'Poorest of the Poor' or other 'extremely deserving cause'. This year's
Charities are:

LOCAL: MATRIX TRUST

Supporting mental health needs of young, vulnerable people across Guildford
NATIONAL: HOUSING JUSTICE

Helps people out of homelessness and creates justice in the housing system
INTERNATIONAL: MARY'S MEALS

Provides life-changing school meals to children in the world's poorest
communities.

For more information and how to donate please visit:CPG Christmas Charity.
Appeal

ST NICHOLAS AT EDWARD'S

St Edward's Family Carol Service will be held at 3 pm on Sunday 21st
December. After the service we will be holding a children's Christmas Party with
a bring and share tea. Father Christmas will be joining us and will be bringing
gifts for primary school age children. Please use the Churchsuite link to book
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and to ensure that Father Christmas and his helpers can prepare a suitable gift
for your child. There will be mince pies and mulled wine for adults

Please join us for this holy and happy parish celebration
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/3e800jsv

MONDAY: 2 MASSES FOR THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION

We have Mass as usual at 10.00am and also an 8.00pm Mass in St Joseph's
to celebrate this beautiful feast of Our Lady. The 8.00pm Mass will be offered for
the victims of the floods in southeast Asia.

TUESDAY MASS EARLIER THAN NORMAL

Because the priests have a deanery meeting, the Tuesday Mass is at 8:30am,
NOT at 10:00am.

ST EDWARDS CHRISTMAS LUNCH
Christmas lunch at St. Edward's - 16th of December 12:30 there will be

entertainment, glass of fizzy and full Christmas dinner £7.00. Places are now
limited please call early toni@hourahane.com 07798 692022 all dietary needs

met on request

BAPTISMS

We welcome , Luke Davies, Leo Elijah, Joshua Perez, Rafael Perez, Adam Oblena,
Ella Meredith ,Luca Meredith, Sofia Gartshore and Gabriel Du Baret who will be
Baptised this weekend and assure them, their parents and godparents of our prayers and
our support.

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Int 6th December 2025.pdf _

ROSARY FOR THE VICTIMS OF THE HONG KONG FIRE

The Hong Kong community are saying the Rosary for the victims of the recent
fire in Tai Po, Hong Kong at 7.15pm on Monday at St Joseph's. All are
welcome to come. Decades of the Rosary will alternate between English and
Cantonese.

RECONCILIATION - DAWN TO DUSK

On Saturday, 13 December, we will have Adoration and Confessions in St
Joseph's from 8:30am to 4:30pm with a pause for the 10am Mass. We'll have
at least two priests available all day, probably more. We will also have some
visiting priests in case you want a change from the Guildford team!

CHILDREN'S NATIVITY AT ST JOSEPH'S 6PM CHRISTMAS EVE MASS
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Christmas is approaching, and Fr Roy and The Children's Liturgy Team

are inviting children aged 4-10 to take part in a special Nativity scene during
the 6 pm Family Christmas Eve Mass at St Joseph's.

We're looking for angels, shepherds, donkeys, Mary, Joseph, and other
Nativity characters.

Costumes are available to borrow, or children can bring their own.

We'll rehearse at 5:30 pm on Christmas Eve (before Mass)

If your child would like to take part, please sign up here
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/-/forms/numiOub3

ADVENT GROUPS-THE WORD BECAME POOR AND DWELT AMONG US

There will be some opportunities to meet in fellowship this Advent, praying
through some of the Sunday readings, exploring Pope Leo's new document on
the Love for the Poor and some of the saints who have lived the preferential and
evangelical option for the poor.

These will include 2pm on Tuesday afternoons in Elstead, 7pm on Thursdays in
Haslemere, Friday mornings at 10.15am in Godalming, after 9am Mass in
Chiddingfold. Visit https://stedsgod.churchsuite.com/-/forms/xzt1lyf6 to sign up,
or contact the Godalming parish office 01483 416880.

SUPPORTING FARMERS IN PALESTINE

Christmas gifts present a particular opportunity to show solidarity with
beleaguered farmers in Palestine. A range of goods — including olive oil, dates,
za'atar, cous-cous etc, is always available in the Shop at St Joseph's and may
also be obtained by contacting mpfcombes@btinternet.com or texting 07768
144439. Orders of £20+ can be delivered

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARDS & ADVENT CALENDARS

Christmas cards, Advent Calendars and diaries have arrived at St Pius X and St
Joseph's! Open after Sunday masses.

Support Catholic charities: Traidcraft, St. Vincent de Paul, Aid to the Church in
Need, The Jesuit Missions and The Catholic Children's Society.

New Sunday Missals and Weekday Missals can be purchased at the Shop at
St Joseph's. An ideal Christmas gift!

The shop is open after Sunday Masses every week.

PARISH FINANCE ACCOUNTS

The Parish accounts for the six-month period are now available to view
at https://www.cpg.church/finance.html

Thank you for everyone who responded to the 2024 Appeal, which has
contributed to a much-improved financial position. If you have any questions
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about the accounts, please simply complete the form at the bottom of the web-
page."

DIOCESAN DIRECTORIES 2026
The New Directories are now available, please contact the Parish office if you
would like one the costis £5

ST JOSEPH CHURCH / GUILDFORD COUNCIL CAR PARK

CORRECTION The council car park beneath the hall is contract parking for
most of the week. The church has only 10 spaces in the north-east corner, near
the steps leading to Denmark Hill. This is clearly marked by a red line with
numbered spaces 7-16. These spaces are for use by those attending Mass
(please note that cars often double park as it is assumed that no-one will be
leaving until after the blessing!) At other times please keep these spaces free for
those visiting the church, hall or parish offices. Thank you for your
understanding.

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday — 10am
EVENING PRAYER: 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please

email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704 by 4.45pm

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness

to the power of the Holy Spirit,

so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,

we may bear powerful witness

to all around us,

for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN

WEBSITE
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FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

We have new social media accounts for the parish which will have devotional
posts and news about events in the parish.

Facebook - Catholic Parish of Guildford and Instagram.com/catholic_guildford
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