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JUBILEE YEAR CAMPAIGN FOR  

GREETINGS TO PRISONERS OF CONSCIENCE 

ACAT is Action by Christians Against Torture and details of its activities can 

be found HERE. 

One of the Justice & Peace themes is reaching out to prisoners of conscience 

and others unjustly imprisoned. We are inviting our parishioners to 

participate in a Jubilee Year Greetings Campaign based on the ACAT 

Christmas Greetings Campaign 2024.  

Last year we had a magnificent response from CPG parishioners and we very 

much hope that this year’s response from our four communities will result in 

a greater number of messages – perhaps exceeding 150! 

• The Campaign involves writing a simple message of hope to a prisoner, 

usually overseas.  

• We will provide cards and specimen messages. 

• We will also arrange the posting or give you address details if you wish 

to write cards at home.  

• Abbreviated versions of the ACAT profiles of the people to whom 

greetings can be sent are set out below.  

• The Campaign will take place after Mass on 25 and 26 January.  

If you would like to help with the signing process after Mass at your church 

(30 mins max) please contact the organisers at mpfcombes@gmail.com. 

Below are abbreviated profiles for a number of individuals currently 

experiencing prison sentences, some of whom are at risk of being executed. 

If you would like to take home some greetings cards please do so – but be sure 

to ask the organisers for the address details. We do not refer to ACAT in the 

messages and we do not usually use religious wording in case this would be 

unacceptable to the authorities. Do not include your surname or details of your 

address. 

You can also find details of the addresses for prisoners and guidance on the 

messages on the link to ACAT in the paragraph below. 

For a more detailed profile of these (and other) prisoners and their 

circumstances you can download the ACAT Christmas Greetings Campaign 

2024 by clicking this panel  CHRISTMAS GREETINGS CAMPAIGN 2024      

on the ACAT website which can be accessed HERE.  

Thank you for your interest and compassion. 

https://www.acatuk.org.uk/
mailto:mpfcombes@gmail.com
https://www.acatuk.org.uk/copy-of-prayer-vigil-july-2017
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ABBREVIATED PROFILES OF PRISONERS 

(Source ACAT) 

Pham Thi Doan Trang is a human rights defender, 

journalist and author from Hanoi, Vietnam. On 6 October 

2020 she was arrested in Ho Chi Minh City and charged with 

‘making, storing, distributing or disseminating information, 

documents and items against the Socialist Republic of 

Vietnam’. In December 2021 she was sentenced to nine years 

imprisonment. Since her arrest in October Trang has been denied family visits. Trang 

was first detained in 2015, tortured and beaten by police, and as a result has a 

permanent leg disability. In 2018, she was again arrested, detained and interrogated 

before being dropped off in the middle of a road at midnight where six unidentified men 

suddenly attacked her. She suffered serious injuries that required hospitalisation. 

Reports indicate that her health is declining in prison, and there are concerns about her 

access to adequate medical care.  

Irina Danilovich, a nurse and human rights activist from 

Russian-occupied Crimea, was abducted by Russian 

security officials on 29 April 2022, and then held 

incommunicado until 11 May 2022. On 28 December 2022, 

the de facto Feodosia City Court sentenced Irina to seven 

years in prison and fined her 50,000 roubles under Article 

222.1(1) of the Russian Criminal Code. Irina reports that 

she was repeatedly threatened with secret execution and spent most of her detention 

locked in a basement under inhumane conditions, being subjected to torture and other 

ill-treatment to force her to confess to state treason. In March 2023, Irina went on a 

hunger strike to protest at the denial of adequate healthcare. Although taken to hospital 

for initial examinations, revealing she required further medical checks and urgent 

treatment, she was subsequently returned to the detention centre and denied the 

necessary care. Her health continues to deteriorate.  

Sharifeh Mohammadi, a courageous Iranian human rights 

defender, has been unjustly convicted of ‘armed rebellion 

against the state’. On 5 December 2023 agents arbitrarily 

arrested Sharifeh and transferred her to a detention centre in 

Rasht, where she was subjected to torture and ill-treatment. 

On 28 December 2023 Sharifeh was transferred to a detention 

facility in Sanandaj where the torture continued. In January 

2024, after being moved to Sanandaj Prison, Sharifeh filed a complaint about the torture 

she had endured which she was forced to withdraw. Shortly after, she was returned to 

Lakan Prison, where she continues to be held. Sharifeh’s trial on 9 June 2024, was a 

blatant miscarriage of justice, lasting just 30 minutes, during which she was denied the 

right to speak in her defence. The court’s verdict relied on her peaceful human rights 

work as ‘evidence’ of wrongdoing, including her possession of documents supporting 
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women prisoners. Alarming concerns have been raised that Sharifeh is at risk of 

execution, following her death sentence in June 2024. 

Emirlendris Benitez, a 42-year-old Venezuelan mother, has 

been arbitrarily detained on fabricated charges since 5 August 

2018. She was falsely accused of involvement in violent acts 

against high-profile political figures, including an alleged plot 

to assassinate Venezuela’s president. Denied a fair trial, she 

was unjustly sentenced to 30 years in prison. Throughout  she 

has consistently maintained her innocence. Since her arrest 

Emirlendris has been subjected to a horrifying array of human 

rights abuses, including arbitrary detention, torture, 

discrimination, and appalling detention conditions. The physical and psychological 

torture Emirlendris has suffered has devastating long-term consequences. She now 

relies on a wheelchair for mobility due to the injuries sustained during her torture, and 

her health continues to deteriorate due to the inhumane conditions of her imprisonment. 

Despite her evident need for medical care, she has been consistently denied adequate 

treatment, further compounding her suffering.  

Anacleto Micha Ndong, an Equatoguinean human rights 

defender, was unjustly arrested on 26 January 2024. Anacleto 

champions peaceful dissent and political dialogue, a stance that 

has drawn the government of Equatorial Guinea to silence 

independent voices of dissent. He was violently arrested and 

brutally assaulted in front of his terrified children. In detention 

at a gendarmerie station he was falsely charged with being 

linked to an explosion and ensuing fires that gutted many properties in Malabo.  

Anacleto  has been targeted with false allegations before: in September 2022, when he 

was imprisoned for over 270 days, charged with affiliating with an opposition political 

party; and in December 2023 after submitting a formal complaint, alleging torture at 

Black Beach Prison. It is understood that he was still being held in Black Beach Prison 

in March 2024, after being accused of ‘outrage’ and ‘calumny’ by a gendarme. 

Salah Soltan was forcibly abducted in June 2020 and 

detained by Egyptian authorities for over a year in 

secret locations before they allowed two family 

members a brief prison visit in August 2021 when he 

informed them about the appalling conditions of his 

detention. The likely reason for his detention is 

retaliation for the activities of his son Mohamed, a 

prominent US-based human rights defender who filed 

a civil suit in the US against former Egyptian Prime Minister Hazem al-Beblawy for his 

role in Mohamed's alleged torture in Egypt in 2013. In March 2023 Soltan said that the 

authorities in Badr 1 Prison had deprived him of adequate health care, even though he 

suffers from life-threatening heart and liver diseases among other complex medical 
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conditions. and that his health had significantly deteriorated due to the harsh 

conditions of his detention and the deliberate denial of adequate healthcare.  

Mduduzi Bacede Mabuza, a pro-democracy lawmaker in 

Eswatini (formerly Swaziland), was sentenced to 85 years in 

prison after being convicted following allegations that he incited 

unrest during the June 2021 pro-democracy protests. On 22 

September 2022, Mduduzi was brutally attacked in his prison 

cell by members of a tactical unit responsible for transporting 

him to and from court. He was denied access to his lawyer, and 

officials refused to provide him with medical care for his injuries. 

Mduduzi was convicted on 1 June 2023 of terrorism, sedition, 

and murder. He was transferred to Mataspha Correctional 

Complex, where he faced further mistreatment. Prison authorities reportedly withheld 

his food rations and even barred him from receiving food sent by supporters outside the 

prison. 

Dr Christophe Sahabo, a Burundian doctor, was arrested on 1 

April 2022 following a dispute over the management of Kira 

Hospital in Bujumbura and was transferred to Mpimba Prison. 

On 29 September 2022 Christophe was moved to Ruyigi Prison, 

where his case was heard. His family and lawyers alleged that 

he was pressured into resigning from his position at Kira 

Hospital based on unsubstantiated accusations of fraud, money 

laundering and forging documents. However, a recent financial 

audit, found no evidence of wrongdoing on Christophe’s part. 

On 10 September 2024 Christophe collapsed during a trial 

hearing, was admitted to hospital and medical professionals recommended that he 

remain under observation for several days. Despite this, he was transferred back to 

Ruyigi Prison on 12 September ― a gruelling 160 km journey. On 14 September 2024 

Christophe’s family were denied access to visit him in prison and were not allowed to 

bring essential medications. This continued mistreatment has heightened fears for his 

safety.  

PLEASE PRAY FOR PRISONERS 

Please remember in your prayers all the individuals mentioned above and the many 

other individuals imprisoned and persecuted for their fight against repression and 

injustice or for their religious faith.  


