
 

 

Episode 1: 

I have called you by name 

 

 

As we begin our journey with the disciples, we’re deeply aware of their humanity. 

In this episode we see their needs, their vulnerabilities, their flaws, as well as 

something of their gifts, talents, and personalities. They might know that God 

calls each of them by name, but they don’t realise how God will soon enter into 

their lives and transform them… 

 

 

Isaiah 43:1-3. Now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 

formed you, O Israel: “Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by 

name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters I will be with you; and 

through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire 

you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. For I am 

the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. 

This is the key passage of Scripture in this episode – you might like to note down 

how it strikes you as you watch… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Questions for Prayer and Discussion 

 

Some of these questions are very personal. There’s no need to say anything 

aloud unless you’re comfortable sharing it. But it is worth sharing with God in 

prayer… 

 

What was expected/ unexpected about the religious and political environment 

of the time? What did you find interesting about how people lived? 

 

 

Did you understand the events shown in the episode, and did you recognise the 

characters from Scripture? Was there anything that seemed strange or didn’t 

make sense to you? 

 

 

Which character most appealed to you? Which character did you most identify 

with? Why? 

Would you have acted as the same way that s/he did in the situations s/he 

faced? 

 

 

Both ‘Lilith’ (possessed by demons) and the tax-collector experience isolation, 

exclusion, rejection, albeit in quite different ways and for different reasons. How 

have you experienced isolation, exclusion, rejection in your life? Were you able 

to ask God for help? 

 

 

 



Have you ever isolated, excluded or rejected others? Nicodemus seems to be a 

decent person, trying to do his best in difficult circumstances; he is practical 

about what he can and cannot do; he is not deliberately unkind. He ends up, 

however, cooperating with Rome; he cannot avoid helping this oppressive 

regime.  Have you, perhaps unwillingly, been part of a system that has this effect 

on others? What can you do to help reconcile others to God and to other 

people? 

 

 

When you hear the word ‘Pope’, do you think of a man fighting with his brothers-

in-law on the street, trying to fix the betting, illegally fishing on Shabbat…? 

Simon is evidently a flawed person, but we know that great things are in store 

for him. Do I realise that, whatever my flaws, God has great things in store for 

me? 

 

 

Everyone has been calling Mary ‘Lilith’. Why? Why is it so powerful to hear Jesus 

use her real name? 

Do I hear God calling me by name? 

 

 

“Fear not for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine.” 

Mary Magdalene first learns these words as a girl, but by the time she is in the 

midst of her suffering, they have become meaningless; she gives them up. But 

they take on an entirely new meaning when she hears Jesus speak them to her. 

Do I realise that God addresses me in Scripture and in prayer? Do I realise that 

His words are meant for me and are given to me in exactly the situation I find 

myself? 

  



Here are some further scriptural passages that you might find useful to pray with 

as you reflect on what we have seen today: 

 

Luke 8:1-3. Soon afterward he went on through cities and villages, preaching and 

bringing the good news of the kingdom of God. And the twelve were with 

him, and also some women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities: 

Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven demons had gone out, and Joanna, 

the wife of Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many others, who 

provided for them out of their means. 

 

 

John 20:11-18. Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept she 

stooped to look into the tomb; and she saw two angels in white, sitting where 

the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at the feet. They said to her, 

“Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “Because they have taken 

away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 

Saying this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing, but she did not know that 

it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom do you 

seek?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 

carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 

away.” Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). Jesus 

said to her, “Do not hold me, for I have not yet ascended to the Father; but go 

to my brethren and say to them, I am ascending to my Father and your Father, 

to my God and your God.” Mary Magdalene went and said to the disciples, “I 

have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 


