The celebration of Corpus Christi is a clear reminder to us all of the central place of the Eucharist in our
lives. The absolute love of the Lord — seen in the feeding of the five thousand that is the gospel reading this
week —is there for us every time we celebrate Mass. As St Paul reminds us in the Second Reading this
Sunday, the sacrifice of Calvary is made present and the Lord feeds us with His very Self, for He is the
Bread of Life. We find life every time we join in this celebration, together with our brothers and sisters. It is
this life that sustains our every action — indeed, every moment of our lives. The Mass, the Eucharist, is a
proclamation of our faith in the One who died and rose from the dead for us; it is the food for our journey and
the source of all our action. We leave the celebration, as the dismissal at the end of Mass reminds us, to
"announce the Gospel of the Lord." Without our closeness to Christ in the Eucharist, this proclamation would
be less effective. The sustenance of the Bread of Life Himself makes life and mission possible for us.

In the Eucharist, we are in the Divine Presence, we are in the presence of Christ, who is a "priest for ever"”
as Psalm 109 reminds us. May this encounter with the person of Christ Himself — truly present in the
Eucharist — be the wellspring of our every breath, our every moment, our every action, that all we do may
proclaim to the world the wonder of all the Lord has done for us.

With every blessing, *‘W‘:A/\t:b

As there are a number of events coming up over the next month - this week's Newsletter is in date
order. A key notice is the great news that Bishop Richard will be ordaining Dcn Francisco as a Priest

on Friday July 18th. Please see the item below for further details.

HANDING ON THE FAITH - CATECHISTS ZOOM TALK

This Saturday morning, Sr Hyacinthe from the Dominican Sisters in the New Forest is giving two online talks
for catechists and anyone interested in how to hand on the faith. To join, follow the

link. https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/vO6fccdn
FIRST COMMUNIONS

Please pray for the children who will make their First Communion this Saturday at St. Mary's Church.

CORPUS CHRISTI PROCESSION

There will be a Corpus Christi Procession at St Edward's — this Sunday (22nd June) at 3pm. The invitation is
to all parishioners and especially to the Children who have made their First Communion this year. Please
wear your First Communion Outfits and join the Procession.


https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/v06fccdn
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/v06fccdn
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BAPTISM

CORPUS CHRISTI We welcome Leo Thrower who will be Baptised this weekend and assure

NEXT SUNDAY

him, his parents and godparents of our prayers and our support.

SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION

Please keep in your prayers the young people of our parish who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation
from Bishop Richard in the Cathedral next Saturday. We assure them of our prayers — and thank them for
the witness they give.

TH

ANNIVERSARY
SAINT MARY’S CHURCH

Bishop Richard is coming to preside at Mass at 3pm on 29th June at St Mary's to celebrate the church's



fortieth anniversary. All are welcome to the Mass and to the Reception afterwards.
PLEASE NOTE - The 11:15 Mass on that day will be cancelled.

FR SCOTT COLEMAN'S FIRST MASS IN GUILDFORD

We very much look forward to welcoming the future Fr Scott Coleman to celebrate the 5pm Mass at St
Joseph's on Sunday 13th July. Having known him so well as a seminarian, who spent his Pastoral Year with
us, we look forward to seeing him as a priest!

There will be a small reception afterwards which will give an opportunity to congratulate him personally.
Parishioners have asked if there will be a presentation.

VIGIL OF PRAYER

In preparation for the Ordination of Deacon Francisco as a priest there will be a Vigil of Prayer from 7pm to

8pm in St. Joseph's Church to which all are invited (it will also be on the Livestream.)

You are specially invited to the Priestly ordination of Rev. Francisco Ogbonna on Friday, July 18th 2025
in St Joseph's Catholic Church at 7pm.

A Reception follows immediately after ordination Mass at St Joseph's Hall, and all are invited.
Please keep Rev Francisco Ogbonna in your prayers and he looks forward to seeing you all.

After priesthood ordination, Fr Francisco will be celebrating Masses of Thanksgiving at 7pm at St. Mary's on
Saturday 19th July and at 10.30am in St. Joseph's on Sunday 20th July.



Over the following two weekends he will celebrate Mass at each of the Sunday Masses in the Churches of
the Parish.

UPDATE

The link below provides a summary of the latest steps towards becoming a combined parish with the
communities of the Deanery.

https://www.stedsgod.com/fr-jonathans-blog/deanery-update-from-fr-jonathan

The PDF linked below gives a summary of the discussion at the recent Deanery Congress held at St.
Joseph's School

Congress 25 Summary.pdf

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click here Int 14th June 2025.pdf for the Mass intentions this week.

EXPOSITION AT ST MARY'S

There will be no Adoration at St Mary's on Friday 27th June, Friday 4th July or Friday 8th August

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED ABOUT BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

Meetings are now being held for those who want to look into what's involved in becoming Catholic. If you
would like to come and chat without commitment, just let us know by clicking here, alternatively contact our
Parish Office and we will be happy to get back to you.

Email: Office@cpg.church Tel: 01483 562704

Click here and scroll down to apply. https://www.cpg.church/rcia.html

PARISH LUNCH

Parish Lunch this month Tuesday 24th June
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St Edward's hosts a monthly parish lunch on the last Tuesday of the month. A welcome drink of wine or
juice, a light meal and dessert followed by tea or coffee.

All welcome and vegan, vegetarian and other dietary needs can be accommodated.

Contact Toni@Hourahane.com 07798 692022 suggested donation to cover costs £5.00

BECOMING CATHOLIC

On Monday evening, eighteen Hong Kongers gathered in St Mary's hall to hear the Christian message. Our
team of catechists spoke about Creation, the Fall, the saving work of Jesus, the call to conversion, and the
promise of Jesus' return. Many want to continue to explore the Catholic faith in the months to come. Please
pray for them and those accompanying them.

The Terminally Ill Adults (End of Life) Bill, introduced to parliament by Labour MP Kim
Leadbeater, received its Third Reading in Parliament this afternoon (20th June), with MPs
voting 314 to 291 in favour of a change in the law to legalise assisted suicide, a majority of 23
(including the Guildford MP). Responding to the news, Archbishop John Sherrington, the
Lead Bishop for Life Issues for the Catholic Bishops' Conference (CBCEW) said:

"The Bishops of England and Wales have been consistent and outspoken in their opposition to
the legalisation of assisted suicide, and we are shocked and disappointed that MPs have voted
in favour of the Terminally Il Adults (End of Life) Bill. This Bill is flawed in principle with several
provisions that give us great cause for concern.

"The Catholic Church believes in promoting a culture of life and compassionate care. Allowing

the medical profession to help patients end their lives will change the culture of healthcare and
cause legitimate fears amongst those with disabilities or who are especially vulnerable in other
ways.


https://www.cbcew.org.uk/statement-on-the-third-reading-of-the-terminally-ill-adults-end-of-life-bill/

"We are also concerned about the future of palliative care, not least because experience
suggests that, unless there are explicit protections, hospices may be required to co-operate with
assisted suicide. If this were to happen, the future of many Catholic institutions could be under
threat.

"This is not the end of the parliamentary process, and we should not lose hope. We ask the
Catholic community to continue to pray for members of parliament whilst they consider this
legislation and to pray that government will act to promote and protect life from conception until
natural death.

"We have expressed the view, during this debate, that genuine compassion involves
accompanying those who need care, especially during sickness, disability and old age. The
vocation to care is at the heart of the lives of so many people who look after their loved ones
and is the sign of a truly compassionate society. As we stated after the second reading, it is
essential that we nurture and renew the innate call that many people have to compassionately
care for others.

"The Bishops of England and Wales believe that improving the quality and availability of palliative
care offers the best pathway to reducing suffering at the end of life. We will continue to advocate
for this, and we ask the Catholic community to support those who work tirelessly to care for the

dying in our hospices, hospitals and care homes."

Speaking shortly after the result of the vote was announced, Bishop Richard said:

"Following the result in Parliament this afternoon many people may feel frightened and anxious,
particularly those who are sick and vulnerable, those involved in end-of-life care, and those who
support and care for others in nursing homes and hospices.

My prayers are with all those who have deep fears and concerns for themselves and for their
families as they look to the future.

Let us redouble our efforts to protect the vulnerable and promote the dignity of human life at this
critical time, and continue to pray for Peers in the House of Lords as this legislation proceeds to
its next stage, that they may seek to protect and uphold the sanctity of life."

200 CLUB

The latest quarterly draw for the CPG 200 Club took place at St. Edward's Church last Sunday. Many
congratulations to our winners: Maria Wu (1st prize), Edna Daly (2nd prize) and Nuala Gallagher (3rd prize).
The 200 Club raises funds for the upkeep and mission of our whole parish and the next draw is due to take
place on 14th September at St. Mary's Church. If you would like to join before the next draw, full details are
on the parish website or contact the administrator on 200club@cpg.church

FATHER CHRIS BENYON

Older parishioners, particularly from the St Pius community, will remember Father Chris Benyon who was
Parish Priest of the erstwhile Parish of Merrow and Burpham during the 1980's.

On 12th June he celebrated 60 years of serving as a priest and the following day

an event was held at Cardinal Newman Catholic School at Hove, where he is still on the chaplaincy team


mailto:200club@cpg.church

having first been Chaplain there in 1971, to celebrate this achievement.
Several St Pius parishioners attended and were pleased to see Father Chris happy, healthy and still very

active.

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10am
EVENING PRAYER: 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an anniversary, sick family member
or friend, someone or something that can be included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful withess
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN

Mgr Tony Barry


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church

