
Catholic Parish of Guildford
A community of prayer, formation and mission devoted to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
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Your guide to sharing in the life of parish in 2024…



CAFOD

The CAFOD Team actively supports CAFOD across the Guildford Parish, principally

by ensuring that the two important Family Fast Day appeals – Lent and Harvest –

are communicated to our parishioners so that they can respond with their

customary generosity. The four Guildford churches also run their own

individual events. We also have the benefit of the A&B CAFOD Volunteer

Centre being located at St Pius X Church. Volunteers are sought for Guildford

parish activities: also to support the demand from A&B schools for assemblies

or workshops. For information contact Steve Rowden on srowden@cafod.org.uk

BEREAVEMENT GROUP
This group exists in order to help those who have experienced any kind 

of loss. It may be due to the loss of a family member or a friend but it 

may also be due to the loss of employment, retirement, loss through 

divorce or through ill health. People in the group have been trained by 

the Diocese to help and support.

Everybody’s experience of grief is different and there is no right or 

wrong way to grieve. Lots of emotions and feelings can arise at this 

time. People close may be able to offer help but it may also help to talk 

and share with others in order to understand more about your feelings 

and emotions. This may help to make you feel less lonely and more 

connected to others who share similar experiences. In a small group you 

can share in a safe, confidential place and gain support from others 

where comfort, connection and friendship are on offer.

We meet regularly every second Friday after Mass for coffee and a chat.

If this any of this is of interest, please contact Theresa Fogell 

(office@cpg.church) for further information.

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
The parish is blessed to benefit from a range of excellent Catholic School 

options.  Schools are always looking for support and volunteers as they 

develop their work.  Why not get in touch?

Rydes Hill Preparatory School & Nursery

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary & Nursery School

St Thomas of Canterbury Catholic Primary School

St Peter’s Catholic Comprehensive School

CHOIRS

Each church 

community has its 

own choir or music 

group.  Don’t be shy 

– come and say, 

“Hello” – newcomers 

are always 

welcome!  

THE THURSDAY CLUB
The Thursday Club consists of a lively group from the Parish and 

wider community. We meet from 2pm to 4pm each week to 

support each other and enjoy the various activities and 

entertainment provided. Always open to welcoming new members. 

Do come and join us. Contact Mary Lawrence at office@cpg.church

for further details.

WHO CARES? 
We do!  Let’s grow to together – a free support group for people 

going through divorce and separation. This is a self-help group run 

by others who have experienced this loss and change in their lives 

are on a recovery journey. Contact one of our leaders

(Caroline and John) whocares.team@outlook.com

Children, Youth 

& Families

There is a very active 

CYF offer across the 

parish – visit 

www.cpg.church/family 

to find what you’re 

looking for. 
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UNIVERSITY CHAPLAINCY & YOUNG ADULTS
Our Guildford Young Catholic Adults Group meets for 

various events, gatherings and retreats, including a 

monthly "Prayer & Pub" gathering at St Joseph's: prayer, 

catechesis and friendship to help support your life as a 

Catholic aged 18-40. Among our number are students, 

professionals, parents....anyone in the age bracket is 

welcome to sign up! We welcome too students and staff 

of the University of Surrey. These members also have 

their own Catholic Society (Surrey CathSoc) recognised 

by the Surrey Students Union and run by elected students 

together with our parish clergy. Sign up by contacting Fr 

Tristan: frtristan@cpg.church

CATENIANS
Catenians are an association of Catholic men who are 

committed to faith, family and friendship. Catenians

support the Catholic Church, young people and those in 

need. Life-long friendships are developed by meeting 

monthly and enjoying a varied programme of fun social 

events. The Guildford Catenians Circle was formed over 

fifty years ago and numbers about 60 members drawn from 

the parishes of Guildford and the surrounding Surrey 

Hills. The Circle is highly active and meets on the first 

Wednesday of each month.  To find out more, use the 

contact box on our CPG website page.  

RCIA
On a Sunday in November 30 adult Enquirers at Mass were 

welcomed by Fr Roy, introduced to the congregation and 

prayed for. They had been meeting weekly since 

September and are preparing for Baptism and/or 

Confirmation at the Easter Vigil. One of the stages in their 

faith journey will be the Rite of Election at the beginning 

of Lent, when with others from the diocese they will meet

Bishop Richard at Arundel Cathedral.  Their preparation 

consists of teaching, discussion and prayer. We have a 

Team of 8 Catechists. Please keep the group in your 

prayers.  If you are considering becoming a Catholic, take 

a look at our RCIA page on the CPG website 

- www.cpg.church/rcia - we can’t wait to meet you!

CAMINO GUILDFORD
This group was created in 2021 to facilitate the resettlement of a refugee 

family under the Community Sponsorship Scheme (CSS). Camino Guildford 

welcomed a Syrian family to Guildford in December 2022. Camino 

Guildford is a collaboration of CPG and local Anglican Parishes and is the 

first CSS group in the Diocese. We would be interested to hear from 

parishioners who would like to know more about community sponsorship 

with a view to the possibility of forming a new group to help another 

family.  Members of Camino would be happy to advise in this process and 

the CPG Refugee Support Fund may be able to provide some of the funds 

required. If this is of interest, contact Alan Hughes via office@cpg.church

for further information.

SVP

The St Vincent de Paul 

Society is active in 

Guildford – helping local 

people in need.   Come 

and join the team!  Full 

details can be found on 

the CPG website.

FILM NIGHTS

Regular film nights are 

a fantastic way to get to 

know the community 

better through quality 

social time.  Look out for 

invites in the CPG 

newsletter.
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HOME GROUPS
Guildford Parish Homegroups. 

If you're looking to take your 

Catholic faith to the next level 

in a community setting, the 

Homegroups could be for you. 

We meet regularly in small 

groups in each other's homes 

to develop our faith through 

talks, discussion, prayer and 

social time. We've been going 

for nearly 30 years, and we 

welcome adults of all ages. To 

find out more, email Peter 

Rockhill at office@cpg.church.

PRAYER GROUPS
Parishioners are invited to drop in to the prayer group in the Lady Chapel at 

St Mary’s 2.15-3.15 on Tuesday afternoons. The time was chosen so as to 

allow parents to attend for a while before picking up school children, so 

please don’t feel the need to stay the full hour. We say the Holy Rosary, 

include quiet time, raise up the prayers that have been requested by 

writing on our noticeboard, occasionally spend some time with Lectio Divina

and finish with Divine Mercy devotions at 3pm.) We welcome you all!

THE TUESDAY CLUB
A social club that is open to all and which meets monthly (on the 

third Tuesday) either for tea in St Joseph’s hall with a 

talk/entertainment or a trip to a place of interest. We believe in 

the message of Jesus Christ and come together to share that love 

in community, companionship and support for all the Club’s 

members and friends whether they are Catholic, another faith or 

none. During the last year club members have been entertained 

by The Rock Choir as well as a variety of interesting 

speakers. Our retreat day in March at The Franciscan Centre, 

Ladywell was very blessed and we enjoyed great weather for our 

annual garden party at St Edward's in July. Further information 

together with a contact form can be found on the parish website.

TEAMS OF OUR LADY
Teams of Our Lady is an international movement within the Catholic 

Church. The movement supports married couples, to deepen and enrich 

their spirituality and faith, throughout married life. Teams meet 

together monthly in each other’s home, where possible with religious 

spiritual counsellor. Meetings provide opportunities for prayer and 

formation, as well as friendship and support for couples in growing 

closer to God and to each other.

A team usually has between three to five couples; Couples are of all 

ages from newly married to retired. If you are interested the UK 

website (https://teamsgb.org.uk/) provides more information on the 

movement, which is under the patronage of Our Lady. 

There are five teams active in and around Guildford; We are keen to 

establish new Teams. If you are interested, please contact Carol and 

Bill via the form at the bottom of the TEAMS page on the CPG website.

Don’t miss out!  

Register for the 

Parish 

Newsletter at 

www.cpg.church 

MARRIAGE PREPARATION 
Couples planning to be married in 

Catholic Parish Guildford are asked give 

at least 12 months’ notice to the parish 

office, in order to have sufficient time to 

attend a marriage preparation course and 

to complete the paperwork. They should 

register on the parish database and make 

an appointment to see a priest. Engaged 

couples are required to attend a 

marriage preparation course led by a 

team of married couples working with 

the priests. Courses are held twice a 

year. See CPG website for further info.

St Joseph’s Repository & 

Fair-trade Shop
Open after the Sunday Masses,

The Repository sells a selection of 

Mass cards, Bibles, Missals, prayer 

books, rosary beads, religious 

artefacts and related gifts. In 

addition, as part of living out our 

Christian mission, the shop also 

sells a selection of fairly-traded 

goods; food stuffs, chocolates and 

gifts and a range of Zaytoun

products which support 

Palestinian farmers.

www.cpg.church 01483 562704 office@cpg.church

Knights 

of St Columba

An association for Catholic 

men to promote the faith and 

social doctrine of the Church -

part of an international 

movement. The local group 

supports various social action 

projects as well as fundraising 

and a social programme.  

Details at www.cpg.church  
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