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Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal
that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God
say, “You shall not eat from any tree in the garden”?’ 2 The
woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden; 3 but God said, “You shall not eat of the
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall
you touch it, or you shall die.”’ 4 But the serpent said to the
woman, ‘You will not die; 5 for God knows that when you eat of
it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.’ 6 So when the woman saw that the tree was
good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its
fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was
with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes of both were opened, and
they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made loincloths for themselves.
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Rather, your iniquities have been barriers
between you and your God,
and your sins have hidden his face from you
so that he does not hear.
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Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man,
and death came through sin, and so death spread to all
because all have sinned—

For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for
the ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous
person—though perhaps for a good person someone might
actually dare to die. 8 But God proves his love for us in that
while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
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Then Jesus said, ‘There was a man who had two sons. 12 The younger of them
said to his father, “Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.” So he divided his property between them. 13 A few days later the younger
son gathered all he had and travelled to a distant country, and there he
squandered his property in dissolute living. 14 When he had spent everything, a
severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in
need. 15 So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16 He would gladly have filled himself
with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. 17 But
when he came to himself he said, “How many of my father’s hired hands have
bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18 I will get up and go
to my father, and I will say to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19 I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of
your hired hands.’” 20 So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still
far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his
arms around him and kissed him. 21 Then the son said to him, “Father, I have
sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your
son.” 22 But the father said to his slaves, “Quickly, bring out a robe—the best
one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23 And
get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24 for this son of mine
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!” And they began to
celebrate.

