
 

Dear Tom,

In this Sunday's Gospel, St John the Baptist arrives on the scene, as it were. St
Luke, with his list of names at the beginning of this third chapter, situates the
beginning of John's preaching in an historical context, marking this moment as
an important point in history. As we shall see when we come to Christmas, he
uses the same technique to situate the birth of Jesus Himself.
 
The Baptist is, as it were, a new Isaiah. He uses Isaiah's words, since that
prophecy pointed the way to the coming of the Saviour. The Baptist's task is
clear. He is called to prepare the people for the ministry of Christ. This
preparation demands repentance, for the people are not ready to receive the
One who is to come.
 
So with us. We too must prepare for the coming of Christ. We do this in two
senses; preparation for the great feast of the birth of the Word made Flesh, and
for his coming again. This second sense might be daunting – but preparation is
as necessary for us, as it was for those who listened to John the Baptist.
 
Advent focuses our minds and hearts on the coming of Christ, whom we await
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in hope. Advent is a time of joyful expectation, and this joy will be all the more
profound if we use this time to be completely honest about our relationship with
God, and our living out of the Gospel.  
 
Let us take the opportunity that is given to us to return to the Lord, along the way
that has been prepared for us – the way of repentance and the Sacrament of
Reconciliation. This encounter with the all-merciful God, who sent His son to be
our salvation, will bring us to a joy so deep that we shall be ready for the Lord
when He comes – and be ready, too, for the celebration of His birth.

With every blessing,

+Richard

DAY OF RECONCILIATION

Next Saturday (Dec 14th) priests of the Deanery will be joining us in St.
Joseph's Church to offer the Sacrament of Penance (Confession). The Day
begins at 9am and concludes by 4pm. We are all invited to take the
opportunity of this key element in our Advent Preparation 

ADVENT CONFESSION TIMES

Saturday - 10.45am - St. Joseph's Church

Saturday - 4.30pm to 5.15pm - St. Pius Church This Saturday only

Saturday - 6.15pm to 6.45pm - St. Mary's Church

Monday - 7.30pm - St. Pius Church

Wednesday - 10.30am - St. Edward's Church

THIS WEEKEND

HCPT CHRISTMAS TREE SALE 

Saturday 7th December,  HCPT will be selling Christmas trees, to raise funds
for their Lourdes Pilgrimage, at St Joesphs Church Hall between 10am -3pm

ADDITIONAL CONFESSIONS

This Saturday 7th December, The Sacrament of Penance will be available



between 4.30pm and 5.15pm at St. Pius Church.

THE TEAMS  OF OUR LADY

The annual birthday party is happening at St Joseph's on Sunday 8th
December.

Please join us this Sunday to celebrate the TEAMS birthday at the 5:00pm
mass and afterwards in the hall. Drinks and nibbles will be served

All Welcome

The event is to both celebrate the TEAMS Movement and also an opportunity
for people to find out what TEAMS is about and how it can enrich married
life. Other parish marriage groups will also be there.

 

PRAYER

ST EDWARD'S CHRISTMAS FAMILY EVENT

You are invited to the St Edward's Christmas family event - with a Carol Service
followed by a bring and share children's party tea with mulled wine and mince
pies for the adults.

Everyone from across the parish is welcome to this popular family event. 
Booking for children is essential so that Santa can be sure to have an
appropriate present for each child!

Please sign up using the link below by Friday, 20th December 2024.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob

NEW SUNDAY MISSALS

New Sunday Missals have arrived at the shop at St Joseph's!  Be ready for the

new texts of the Lectionary on 1st December with your copy of the new Sunday
Missal containing the readings and Order of Mass for every Sunday and
solemnity of the liturgical cycle.

St. Joseph's shop is open after Masses on Sunday.

 
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob


Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Gary McArdle (Funeral on Thursday 19th December at St Joseph's at 10am)

Andrew Sarnecki - (Funeral on Monday 30th December - Guildford
Crematorium)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
May they rest in Peace.

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please the website for the Mass intentions this week.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR - THIS COMING WEEK

Sat 7th December - Saint Ambrose, Bishop, Doctor

Sun 8th December - 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mon 9th December - THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE
BLESSED VIRGIN MARY

Tue 10th December - Tuesday of the 2nd week of Advent

Wed 11th December - Wednesday of the 2nd week of Advent

Thu 12th December - Thursday of the 2nd week of Advent

Fri 13th December - St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr

FORMATION

 

FREE BOOK ON CATHOLICISM FOR NON-CATHOLICS

https://universalis.com/20241207/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241208/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241209/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241209/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241210/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241211/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241212/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241212/mass.htm


Is there a non-Catholic in your life who might be interested by a short, engaging,
accessible introduction to the Faith? The Parish has access to multiple copies
of Trent Horn's bestselling book Why We're Catholic, and you are welcome to
have one free of charge to share with a non-Catholic or non-Christian you know.
To request a copy, contact James c/o office@cpg.church. 

 

MISSION

CPG 10% CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL IS NOW OPEN!

As we celebrate the Birth of Christ we renew our commitment to reach out in
his name to those in need with compassion and charity. This Christmas we
are invited to donate 10% of our Christmas spending via this Appeal to three
charities: a local, national and international charity, each meeting the needs of
the 'Poorest of the Poor' or other 'extremely deserving cause'. This year's
Appeal includes:

LOCAL: PHYLLIS TUCKWELL MEMORIAL HOSPICE 
NATIONAL: MEDAILLE TRUST (MODERN SLAVERY)
INTERNATIONAL: SVP SOUTH SUDAN

For more information and how to donate please visit:  CPG 10%
CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PRSENTS FOR CHILDREN OF HMP SEND
PRISONERS.

We are again collecting UNWRAPPED presents (£10 - £15 toys or Amazon gift
vouchers). Collection boxes will be available at each church. For further details
please see the poster in the church porch or contact Judith Vickers
c/o office@cpg.church. 

TUESDAY CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCH PARTY

All are welcome to join us for our Christmas Lunch Party on Tues 10th
December in St. Joseph's hall at 12.30pm.  Suggested donation £15. Please
email Tuesdayclub@cpg.church or telephone the office on 01483 562704 so as
we have an idea of numbers.

ST EDWARD'S CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Tuesday 17th December Parish Christmas lunch St Edward's. £7.00 includes A
glass of bubbly, wine or juice, roast turkey or nut roast, stuffing, sausage

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Were-Catholic-Reasons-Faith-ebook/dp/B0714JKZ8H/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26H7D0OE5CCC9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.V-KEoJCdwMsLrFZzS4ilJ4EyKDGrSlUrzDKIVfROP-204Hzh9jMaihSu4H0rw2dgJeFXAalO_jT44Q64-r1pPTsjXd3ZYazy7i71J48jW1Kyyt4DnpLq6SobbP62LbN7olieisZKuiN8PzO2dxpt0w.dgqJvQo6oJFOf_ZinykMCpWL-miAa_c2mi6VaUCmdn0&dib_tag=se&keywords=why+we%27re+catholic&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1732882734&sprefix=why+we%27re%2Caps%2C586&sr=8-1
mailto:office@cpg.church
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/hsgzlogu
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/hsgzlogu
mailto:office@cpg.church


meat and all the traditional vegetables. Christmas pudding.  Please let us know
of Dietary requirements in advance.

Contact Toni Hourahane  or 01483 562704 

CDF CONCERT THANK YOU! 

Thank you to all those who supported the Choir Concert at St. Mary's Church. A
total of £4,000 was raised with £1,000 being donated to the funds of the choir
who travelled down from London and £3,000 given to to the Parish Appeal.
Thank you to the Filipino members of the community who organised the event
and all those who supported them. Thank you.

ST JOSEPH'S SHOP

Christmas cards, Advent Calendars and diaries have arrived at the Shop at St
 Joseph's!  Please support Catholic charities: St. Vincent de Paul, Aid to the
Church in Need and The Catholic Children's Society.  The shop is open after
Sunday masses for you to purchase your Fairtrade Christmas cards, crafts,
food items, Christmas gifts and much more.  

FAIRTRADE & ZAYTOUN 

Christmas gifts present a particular opportunity to show solidarity with Fair
Trade producers.  Fair Trade goods and olive oil and other products
from Palestine will be on sale at the St Joseph's School Fayre on Saturday 7th
December and after Masses on 7th and 8th December at St Joseph's Church
Shop as usual and additionally at the stall at St Mary's Church.  

 

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

PROJECT APPEAL

 Thank you to all who have either given a one-off donation towards one of our
projects or who have increased their regular giving to the Parish. Due to your
generosity and an unexpected legacy there will not be a deficit this year.
However, we do face increased costs and a deficit in 2025, so please do
increase your standing order or regular giving if you haven't already done so. In
terms of our project fund, while we have about £18,000 in hand, we will need
more to carry some of these projects out in 2025. Please do give generously.
Thank you.

mailto:Toni@Hourahane.com
mailto:office@cpg.church


 

OUR SCHOOLS

St JOSEPH'S SCHOOL

Join us at St Joseph's Catholic Primary School Winter Wonderland on Saturday
7th December, from 3-6pm!

There will be a number of activities and stalls including a Winter Wonderland
Trail, shopping stalls, BBQ, cafe, grotto, face painting, games, raffles, tombolas,
games, crafts, light up toys, gingerbread decorating, reindeer food making and
much more

 

St THOMAS'S SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAYRE

St Thomas's school warmly invite you to their Christmas fayre on

7th December  from 1pm-3.30pm £2 entry per family

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER  6pm (Mon-Fri) 

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

 

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,

so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,

we may bear powerful witness

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church


to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN 


