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CATHOLIC PARISH GUILDFORD

Preparing for a time of Confessions Pope Francis said:

“In this season of Lent, with contrite hearts let us quietly say, like the tax
collector, "God, be merciful to me, a sinner!" (v. 13). Let us do so together: God,
be merciful to me, a sinner! God, when | forget you or | neglect you, when |
prefer my words and those of the world to your own word, when | presume to be
righteous and look down on others, when | gossip about others, God, be
merciful to me, a sinner! When | care nothing for those all around me, when I'm
indifferent to the poor and the suffering, the weak and the outcast, God, be
merciful to me, a sinner! For my sins against life, for my bad example that mars
the lovely face of Mother Church, for my sins against creation, God, be merciful
to me, a sinner! For my falsehoods, my duplicity, my lack of honesty and
integrity, God, be merciful to me, a sinner! For my hidden sins, which no one
knows, for the ways in which | have unconsciously wronged others, and for the
good | could have done and yet failed to do, God, be merciful to me, a sinner!

In silence, let us repeat these words for a few moments, with a repentant and
trusting heart: God, be merciful to me, a sinner! And in this act of repentance
and trust, let us open our hearts to the joy of an even greater gift: the mercy of
God."

PARISH DAWN TO DUSK CONFESSIONS

This Saturday 21st March their will be the opportunity for
Confession in St. Joseph's Church from 8.30am to 4pm.
From 10am visiting priests will join us to provide a choice of



confessor. Please take the opportunity to celebrate the
sacrament: an important part of our Lenten Preparation.

As we enter Passiontide, the final two weeks of Lent, there is a solemn change

in our sanctuary: our statues and crucifixes are draped in purple veils.

This ancient custom serves a powerful purpose. By "“fasting” with our eyes, we
are drawn deeper into the interior mystery of Christ's suffering. Stripping the
church of its visual beauty focuses our hearts entirely on the coming Passion,
reminding us that Christ's glory was hidden behind the humility of the Cross.
This spirit of preparation is beautifully captured in the Collect for Palm Sunday:

"Almighty ever-living God, who as an example of humility for the
human race to follow caused our Saviour to take flesh and submit
to the Cross, graciously grant that we may heed his lesson of
patient suffering and so merit a share in his Resurrection."

The Cross remains veiled until Good Friday and the other veils remain until
the Easter Vigil, when they are removed to reveal the joy of the Resurrection.



May this quiet, focused time help us prepare for the Great Silence of Holy
Week.

8.30am MASS - ST EDWARDS - THIS SUNDAY

Please note that Mass at St Edwards on Sunday (22nd March) will be
at 5pm not 8.30am due to the Surrey half Marathon closing all the local
Roads.

ST MARY'S SOUP LUNCH
Many thanks to those who have supported the CAFOD soup lunches at St

Mary's -we've raised over £150 so far this Lent. If you've not tried it yet, do
please note that soup lunches run every Sunday in Lent at 12.30 after our
morning Mass.

ST JOSEPH'S BRASSES

Help us make brasses and candlesticks gleam for Easter. If you can help
please join us for about an hour in the hall at 10.30am (after 10am Mass)

on Friday 27" March to clean the brasses.

ST JOSEPH'S ACTION DAY

Saturday 28th March. Homegroups are hosting an Action Day whereby
we come together as a community to clean and care for our Church
grounds. Please bring whatever tools you feel might be useful to



undertake some basic clearing and gardening. Join us outside St
Joseph's Church any time from 11am onwards until 2pm, even an hour
would be much appreciated. Everyone is welcome; many hands make
light work! Any queries please email: LISS@cpg.church
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MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click here: Int 21st March 2026REV.pdf

St JOSEPH'S MUSIC SIGN UP

As we look to this year's Paschal Triduum, the St Joseph's 5pm music
group is seeking new singers and instrumentalists who would like to join
the choir or band. We warmly welcome those of all ages and abilities who
would like to contribute to the liturgy in this special way. Please express
your interest by completing the following_form.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/-/forms/9gp89fil

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Monday evenings at St Pius X at 7pm
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Wednesdays at St Edwards after 11am Mass
Thursdays at St Edwards - 7.30pm

Fridays at St Joseph's at 7.30pm
Sundays at St Mary's at 3pm

CHRISM MASS

1 April, 6pm, Arundel Cathedral.

People from across our diocesan family of faith are invited to join Bishop
Gerard Bradley (on loan from the Archdiocese of Southwark) and
members of clergy at the annual Chrism Mass — one of the most beautiful
Masses of the year, celebrated in Catholic cathedrals across the world in
Holy Week. All are welcome.

GOOD FRIDAY - FAMILIES WAY OF THE CROSS

There will be a Families Way of the Cross held at St Mary's Church and at
St Pius X on Good Friday at 10am especially for families with children in
primary school. This will be followed by refreshments in the hall.

Please sign up on churchsuite
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/iknal8di

or contact the office and book your place.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers

Michael Parker (Funeral at St Joseph's on Tuesday 24th March at 1pm)

Michael Hornsby- Smith (Funeral on Thursday 9th April at St Pius X at 11am)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
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May they rest in Peace

HOME GROUPS TALK -

"The Supernatural Life: Growing in Relationship with the Holy Spirit"
Homegroups are meeting: St Joseph's Hall, Thursday 26th March, 7.45
for 8pm start. We are delighted to share that Dcn Sean Evans will be
giving a talk on this core aspect of our journey in faith, which we hope will
be of interest to all but especially to those who attended the Life in the
Spirit Seminar last year or a similar course in the past. Parishioners and
friends / family of parishioners are most welcome, any queries please
email: LISS@cpg.church

PARISH FILM NIGHT

Parish Film Night: 'ROOFMAN" (15)

7pm for 7.30pm prompt start

Friday 27/3 at St Pius X

Unbelievable but true story of a crime caper with a compelling central
character, which makes for a heartfelt big screen adventure. Please sign
up in advance at [cpg.church/filmjwww.cpg.church/film

SAVE THE DATE

There will be a Guildford Parish African Community Lunch and



fundraising event on Sunday 19th April in St Joseph's Hall

from 12 noon Tickets are now available after Masses they are limited so
get yours early

TICKET: Adults £20. Teens £10. Kids FREE

SEE FLYERS for additional information.

ST PETER SCHOOL -VACANCY FOR CHAPLAIN

We currently have a vacancy for a pro-active and friendly Chaplain / Lay
Chaplain at St Peter's in Guildford. You will be well supported in this very
varied, interesting role which plays an integral part of the school's ethos.
Please access our vacancies via the school website for more details.
https://www.st-petersschool.co.uk/page/?title=Current+

Vacancies&pid=139

EASTER COLLECTION FOR CLERGY
The priests do not receive a salary: their income comes principally from the

Christmas and Easter Collection. They are grateful for donations which can be
made via the envelopes at the back of Church, through the contactless
Machines or by following the link to the web site https://cpg.churchsuite.com/

donate/fund/ltrpvelm
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GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS -3 APRIL

The Walk of Witness on Good Friday starts at 10.30 am (gathering from
10.15 am) in Friary Street at the bottom of North Street and proceeds to
Holy Trinity. We are invited to join the other local Churches for this
important act of witness.

As in previous years CPG has been asked to provide stewards for the
Walk. If you can act as a steward please contact Graham Stott
(graham.stott@ntlworld.com 07947 722007) as soon as possible. Full

guidance for duties will be provided.

St JOAN OF ARC, FARNHAM

THE GIFT" a six-week course on rediscovering the Holy Spirit and the joy
of our faith, with inspiring videos, discussion and prayer. Endorsed and
blessed by Pope Francis. Wednesday evenings in St, Joan's Farnham
Parish Centre 15th Apr — 20th May 7.45-9.15pm. More details and
registration at bit.ly/ THEGIFT2026 Everyone welcome but please register

in advance by Easter Sunday.

MARY'S MEALS WALKING PILGRIMAGE
Mary's Meals invite you to a walking pilgrimage

Would you like to join a Mary's Meals walking pilgrimage this year?
Details of all the pilgrimages are available here: https://www.marysmeals.

org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope. Options include the

Augustine Camino from Rochester to Ramsgate via Aylesford Priory,
Canterbury Cathedral and Minster Abbey from 5-11 September, and The
Way of Our Lady of Consolation from West Grinstead to Storrington and
onto Arundel Cathedral from 8-9 May. You are very welcome to join us for
a single day, for several days, or for a whole pilgrimage. Come on your
own or as a group. To find out more or to sign up, please go

to https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-
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hope or contact Roy Peachey from Mary's Meals
at info@marysmeals.org .

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please

email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

O God, eternal shepherd,
who govern your flock with unfailing care,
grant in your boundless fatherly love
a pastor for your Church
who will please you by his holiness
and to us show watchful care.
Through Christ our Lord.

AMEN

Catholic Parish of Guildford


https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/get-involved/charity-events/walk-for-hope
mailto:info@marysmeals.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church

