
 
Dear Tom,

"You did not choose me; I chose you." These words of the Lord in this Sunday's
Gospel are for each and every one of us. The Lord chooses me; He chooses
you. This choice of the Lord begins at the very first moment of our existence. At
the moment of conception, we are loved by God, we are His creation.

At baptism, we are called to live our lives in the love that exists eternally in the
Blessed Trinity. While our parents may bring us to be baptised, it is the Holy
Spirit who prompts. The Sacrament of Baptism is God's action. It is the grace of
God that takes away the effect of Original Sin, fills us with His love, brings us
into the Church, the Body of Christ. For the adult coming to faith, the Holy Spirit
is active, calling the person to faith, to this same action of God Himself in the
sacrament.

Perhaps we often feel unworthy of God's love. "Why would God choose me?"
we might ask. Very often, we find ourselves called to have confidence in God's
love for us: to trust in Him. It is worth giving a moment to reflect that, in His love
for us, in His call to us in baptism – and in the many other ways that He calls us
– God is placing His confidence in us: in me, in you. How often in the Gospels
do we find Jesus saying: "Do not be afraid"?

There is no need for fear. The way ahead may be a daunting one, the path rough
at times, the road steep and narrow, but there is no need to fear, for, chosen by
God, we walk in His love. God, in the person of His Only Son, gives new life and
we are guided by the Holy Spirit, strengthened through the sacraments. Each
and every one of us has "some definite purpose," as St John Henry Newman
reminds us. We are chosen and loved by God.

With every blessing,

+ Richard

PRAYER



 

PARISH MARIAN PROCESSION AT  ST MARY'S THIS SUNDAY  5th MAY
AT 3PM

The annual Parish Marian Procession takes place at St. Mary's Church, Rydes

Hill, this Sunday 5th May starting at 3pm in the church.

The rosary procession moves to Rydes Hill school grounds, returns to crown
our statue and ends with the final Prayers back in the church.

Tea and cake will be provided in the hall afterwards.

All welcome

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY - May 6th

Mass will be celebrated at St. Joseph's at 10am. Please note there will no
Exposition or Confessions at St. Pius in the evening.



ORDINATIONS  - DCN EDDIE TO THE PRIESTHOOD

Dcn Eddie Hopkins, alongside Dcn Gustavo Campanello, will be ordained to the
Sacred Priesthood at the hands of Bishop Richard Moth on Saturday 22nd June
at 2:30pm at Arundel Cathedral.

Dcn Eddie writes: I would be delighted if you could join us for the occasion!
Please use the sign up options below to let us know you're coming and to help
us plan the seating for the Mass. If you're replying on behalf of more than one
person,  please use the "Add additional ticket" button for your spouse or
children."

There will be two (at least) coaches for those who would like transport to
Arundel Cathedral. The coaches will leave at 12.15pm from St. Pius Church,
Merrow and from St. Mary's Church, Rydes Hill. While obviously people are
welcome to use their own cars - parking in Arundel town is VERY limited.
Please follow this link to book a place on the coach at no cost or to book a seat
in the Cathedral.. PLEASE CLICK HERE

ORDINATIONS  - SCOTT COLMAN TO THE DIACONATE

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/hmenkdjc


MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click  Int 4th May 2024.pdf  for the Mass times & Intentions for the
coming week.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers

Philip Hamblin (Funeral at St Mary's on Friday 17th May at 11am )

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
May they rest in Peace.

https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/eh0eNZhYSBGlmNr9sUD8


ADORATION AT ST MARY'S
Just a reminder that there is adoration after the 11am Friday mass at St Mary's,
(including after funeral masses), until 12 noon, when the rosary is prayed.

 

MISSION

CAFOD - SUDAN APPEAL

Millions of families in Sudan, forced to flee their homes amid conflict, now face
another urgent crisis – extreme hunger. See the web sites of the Guildford
parish and CAFOD for details. Help CAFOD's partners to support more families
with food packages and medicines and to rebuild clean water pipelines.
 srowden@cafod.org.uk 

SCHOOLS

Fundraising by Mother of Children at St Thomas of Canterbury School 

Very sadly, in January 2023, Matthew Clark, a father of two Children at St.
Thomas's School died of a heart attack aged 46, In April this year JoJo, his wife,
ran the Brighton Marathon raising money for the bereavement charity Jigsaw. 
JoJo now plans to run 425 miles before the end of the school term: one mile for
every child at St Thomas of Canterbury School.   The children are joining her in
her running as every class will run one mile with her - with the money raised
going to the school.

 If you would like to sponsor JoJo and support St Thomas of Canterbury School,
here is the link to her fundraising Go Fund Me
page:  https://gofund.me/983ad523 

FINANCE

 
A summary of the latest Parish Accounts has been published on the Parish
Website and can be read  HERE. 

NOTES

You may recall that at the end of last year, the Parish published its 2022
accounts showing a deficit of £82k - in part the legacy of COVID with a backlog
of maintenance and reduced income. At the same time, we forecasted another,

https://www.cpg.church/
https://www.cpg.church/
https://www.cpg.church/
https://cafod.org.uk/give/donate-to-emergencies/sudan-crisis-appeal
https://sch.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=be05f59304615b85a1c9f4c1b&id=ac75e65cb9&e=dfa6de8b11
https://www.cpg.church/finance.html


but smaller deficit of £40k for 2023, increasing again in 2024 to a deficit of £73k.
Fortuitously, thanks to the gift of a one-off legacy, we can now report a much
smaller deficit of £7k, but the situation remains that our inflation hit costs,
especially in regards to energy, are greater than our income. 

The Parish Finance Committee have been reviewing costs identifying those that
can be cut back or cut out altogether. There are however expenses  that need to
be met e.g. the various pastoral activities and outreach, churches to heat and
maintain, members of staff and diocesan levies to be paid, etc.   

In a few weeks time, there will be a Parish Appeal as we hope to continue with
the many fine activities developed by the Parish and enjoyed by the
parishioners of all ages e.g. the Prayer, Formation, Mission and CYF initiatives
among others.

In the meantime can we express gratitude to all those who support the work of
the parish and its' outreach. Thank you.

DEANERY WEEK OF PRAYER

Week of Guided Prayer, Godalming, 16 - 21 June 2024
A Week of Guided Prayer is a way of making a directed retreat in the midst of
our busy lives and is often called a 'Retreat in Daily Life'. It will allow you to step
away from the noise and haste of everyday life and into the quiet beauty of the
Franciscan Centre.
Participants commit to spending 30 minutes each day in prayer, as well as
coming to Ladywell each day to talk about their prayer experience with a trained
Spiritual Director and to enjoy the wonderful grounds and prayer spaces. Your
Spiritual Director will listen attentively and offer suggestions for allowing you to
go deeper into your relationship with God. The 30-minute one-to-one sessions
run from Monday to Friday, at a time convenient to you and your Director.
The week begins on Sunday 16 June at 2.30pm at the Franciscan Centre
Ladywell, with a group session to introduce participants to the format of the
week; to give some explanation of praying with scripture; to spend some time in
prayer together; to introduce participants to their Spiritual Director for the week;
and to share some social time and light refreshments together.
On Wednesday 19 June there will be a group session at Ladywell on
"Discernment" at 7.30pm.
The week ends on Friday 21 June at 7.30pm, coming together again to share
our experiences and to bring the week to a prayerful close.
If you would like to take part please register via the following link by 26 May.
Places are limited and there will be a reserve list.



https://stedsgod.churchsuite.com/events/wwcf6kzd
 

DIOCESAN EVENTS

 Mental Health Awareness Seminar – Saturday 15th June in Burgess Hill. 
Cost £30 (subsidised by Diocese)
Do you work in public Ministry in your Parish? Do you work or support people in
your day to day lives?  The number of people experiencing the challenge and
suffering of poor mental health is a growing reality in the UK.

The course is led by a Member of the Mental Health First Aid England team and
is suited to those involved in pastoral activities, leading events and those who
work and support youngsters. The aim of this seminar is to help you to
understand the impacts and realities of mental health on the individual. To help
you identify the early signs and symptoms and to signpost the individual
effectively. Places can be booked through the attached links Mental Health
Awareness Seminar (13-Apr-2024) · ChurchSuite Events or Mental Health
Awareness Seminar (15-Jun-2024) · ChurchSuite Events will take you to the
registration page.

Youth Ministry Training - 18 May at The St Philip Howard Centre, Crawley

Do you want to see more young people in your Parish? Sign up for the
Diocesan two-day Youth Ministry Training course. Be inspired, encouraged and
equipped for the new era of mission that we find ourselves in.
E: lizzie.wakeling@abdiocese.org.uk

 

Adoremus 2024 – Cost £40 per person

Join Bishop Richard at Adoremus 2024, the National Eucharistic Congress at
Oscott, Birmingham and the place where the first Eucharistic procession took
place after the restoration of the Church in Britain. The day will include a keynote
address, Mass, a Eucharistic Procession and Benediction and a range of
campus activities including an Acutis presentation, Rosary walk and Adoration
in the Chapel. Parking is available at St Wilfrid's School, Crawley but please
arrive in good time to board the coach which will depart promptly at 6.45am. The
coach will depart Birmingham at 6pm.Please bring a packed lunch. For more
information and to book your ticket please see the attached link Adoremus 2024
(14-Sep-2024) · ChurchSuite Events

https://stedsgod.churchsuite.com/events/wwcf6kzd
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/26a5c73b
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/26a5c73b
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hpk0r4fn
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/hpk0r4fn
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/8xokz3ru
https://abdiocese.churchsuite.com/events/8xokz3ru


To find out about and book events hosted by the Diocese please visit the
Diocesan website events calendar
W: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events

OTHER EVENTS

 

EXTERNALLY RUN EVENTS 

The next London Catholic History Walk will take place on

Sunday May 5th 2024

Meet 3pm Church of the Most Precious Blood, O'Meara Street, London SE1.
Nearest tube: London Bridge or Borough.  We will walk along the Thames to
Tower Bridge and finish at the Tower of London. All welcome.

 

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER  6pm (Mon-Fri) 

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

 

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,

so that through a growth in understanding and courage,

https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/diocese/events
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church


and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness

to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN 


