
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

This Sunday we celebrate Laetare Sunday - the Latin word from the beginning of this Sunday's Entrance
Antiphon at Mass - Rejoice, Jerusalem. Our rejoicing is marked by the use of rose coloured vestments at
Mass, highlighting the midway point of our Lenten journey.
 
In this Jubilee Year, we are called to reflect on our lives as Pilgrims of Hope and this Sunday's readings will
assist us in that reflection, for they speak of journeys.
 
The Old Testament reading celebrates the end of the 40 years in the desert for the people of Israel. It has not
been an easy journey, but the Chosen People find the fulfilment of their hope in the Promised Land. No longer
will they eat the manna in the desert – their journey is over; they are home.  
 
The Gospel – the Parable of the Prodigal Son, which we know so well – finds the son returning home, greeted
by his father who loves him, who has been looking out for him and who welcomes him home with open arms
and a great feast of celebration. To say that the son's journey was a difficult one would be an understatement.
He left safety and the love of his father, travelled to the very depths and, only then, was he able to find his real
direction. His Pilgrimage of Hope began - hope that he would be welcomed home - and his hope was fulfilled.  
 
St Paul speaks of the fulfilment of hope in his second letter to the Corinthians: "For anyone who is in Christ,
there is a new creation." As Jesus' followers, we are the people of that new creation. We are recipients of the
gift of hope that is our pilgrimage to the Kingdom. As we make this pilgrimage, this journey, we are called to be



the Lord's presence for our brothers and sisters.  
 

With every blessing,

+Richard

THIS WEEKEND

 

SATURDAY CONFESSIONS IN LENT

This Saturday Morning Confessions at St Joseph's in Lent
This is the busiest time for confessions in the parish, so during Lent we plan to have two priests on duty each
week from 10:30-12:00. Please try to avoid coming later than 11.45 as Saturdays in Lent are normally quite
busy for the priests: Thank you.

Next - JUBILEE - Weekend

10am MASS - NEXT SATURDAY

All those who are sick and healthcare professionals (doctors, nurses, health workers, volunteers in the health
sector, pastoral health workers, etc) are particularly invited to this jubilee event, together with their families. It is
an opportunity for us as a parish to give thanks for the generous dedication of those who care for us - especially
at the Royal Surrey Hospital.

As shift work often makes it difficult for Nurses and Carers to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation two
visiting priests will join us for confessions from 10.30am to 12 noon.

PRAYER

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK



Please click here    Int 29th March 2025.pdf      for the Mass intentions this week.

 MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Ian Blakey ( Funeral at St Edward's on Wednesday 2nd April at 11am)

Tom Combeer  (Please see note below) 

Robert Maurice Donnelly (Funeral details to follow) 

Gillian Potts (Funeral at St Edward's on Wednesday 9th April at 11am)

Connie Perez RIP (Funeral details to follow) 

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon them, 
May they rest in Peace.

TOM COMBEER RIP

Tom Combeer's Funeral Mass will be at 1pm 1st April at St Pius X followed by a reception at St Peter's School.
All welcome. Please be mindful of the heavy traffic, including school children walking, in that area at that time,
and consider car sharing or leaving your car further away and walking to the church. His body will be received
into the church the day before, 31st March. There will be a service for his family at 2pm 31st March, for his
closest friends at 3.45pm, and then all are welcome at the church to join the family in prayer and remembrance
of Thomas from 6pm. 

Thank you all for your ongoing prayers and kindness.

LINDA COLLINS RIP

Funeral on Wednesday 9th April at Jesus Christ Redeemer of Mankind church in Cranleigh at 11.30am followed
by interment at Cranleigh Cemetery. All are welcome and then to a reception at Cranleigh Sports & Social Club.
 The family request: 'Please wear colours of choice to this solemn but joyous occasion.'

 

LENT

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT

St. Edward's 11.45am Wednesdays

https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/fEcEfgpSI6LaXsLzihEA


St Edward's 7.30pm Thursdays

St Joseph's 7.30pm Fridays

St Mary's 3pm on Sundays

St Pius X 7.00pm on Mondays

RECONCILIATION SERVICE WITH BISHOP RICHARD

Please make a note in your diary: 7pm Friday 11 April – Guildford Deanery, St Joseph's, Guildford

Bishop Richard is offering a Lenten Service of Reconciliation in each deanery, accompanied by members of
clergy from each community. The Sacrament of Reconciliation holds particular significance during the Lenten
season, serving as an important means of spiritual renewal and conversion. Lent is traditionally viewed as a
time of penance, reflection, and preparation for the celebration of Easter, with the Sacrament of Reconciliation
playing a vital role in this journey.

Pope Francis has often spoken about the "infinite mercy of God", highlighting that the Sacrament of
Reconciliation is "a gift that permits us to encounter this mercy in a personal and profound way". Speaking last
year, the Pope said:

"I encourage you to live each confession as a unique and unrepeatable moment of grace and to
generously give the Lord's forgiveness, with affability, fatherhood, and I dare say, even with
maternal tenderness."

https://www.cpg.church/


GOOD FRIDAY WALK OF WITNESS

Walk of Witness on Good Friday, 18th April, at 10.30am starting outside the Friary. Please see the
poster at the back of church.

FORMATION

SHARING AND TEACHING THE FAITH: Catechists' Day - 26 April 2025

Catechists share and teach our Catholic faith to others in the parish – from children's liturgy to sacramental
preparation and adult formation. Whether you're already serving in this ministry or interested in learning more,
join expert Dr Caroline Farey at St Joseph's Hall for a day of inspiration and formation. The day includes a
blessing ceremony, sessions on becoming a better catechist, practical principles for teaching about the Holy
Spirit, and how faith transforms lives. Come for all or part of the day (9:30am-2:30pm). Coffee provided. For
more details and to register: https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/obwgvyca

LENT FAITH SHARING GROUPS

The Parish is hosting small faith sharing groups on the theme of Christian Hope in this Jubilee Lent. Entitled We
Dare to Hope, the reflections have been prepared by the Dominican Sisters. The sessions will take place at St
Joseph's Hall on the five Tuesdays during Lent. Refreshments will be served after the 10am mass and the
sessions will start at 11am - finishing around 12.30 pm. 

Please sign up on the link below or contact the parish office. 

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z 

LENTEN TALKS
The Parish is hosting a Lenten series titled "Weekly Desert Experience with the Lord", which comprises of
Lenten theme talks, with adoration, praise and worship, silent time for prayer and Benediction. This programme
is geared towards drawing us all to a deeper reflection of the Paschal Mystery and growing in deeper
relationship in faith with the Lord.

The programme will take place at St Joseph's Church every Thursday evening during Lent to April 10th from
7:30pm to 8:45pm,

This programme is co-ordinated by the Parish Clergy team.

MISSION

LENTEN LUNCH @ ST MARY'S
St Mary's Lenten Lunches will take place every Friday in Lent. Soup and bread or cheese and crackers will be
available for a cash donation towards St Mary's 40th anniversary fund- available from 12 noon after morning
Mass at 11 and Adoration at 11.30. 

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/obwgvyca
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/obwgvyca
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/obwgvyca
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z


EASTER - AFRICAN MEAL

The Guildford Parish African Community are hosting a fund raising Easter Lunch on Sunday 27th April after the
10.30am Mass in St Joseph's Hall.

Tickets for this event are on sale at the back of the church or contact the parish office. Please see poster at the
back of Church for details.

JUBILEE CHURCH WELCOMERS
Wanted - Volunteer Welcomers to greet visitors this year to our Jubilee church (St Joseph's) during the day
(between 10.30am and 6pm). We would be grateful for help from across the Parish Communities. If you are
interested in helping even for an hour or two or just finding out more about what this would involve, please
phone Tim Edwards on 07362288756 or email timothy.p.edwards@btopenworld.com"

FAIRTRADE NEWS

Easter Eggs are on their way!  Buy a Meaningful Chocolate Easter Egg – made with Fairtrade chocolate and
including a colour booklet on the story of Easter.  Available from the St Joseph's Church Shop.

We are stocking up with Fairtrade chocolate and food items over the next few weeks – please come and visit –
put Faith into action by buying fairtrade products.

WORKING TOWARDS OUR 'NEW PARISH'

PARISH STEERING TEAM - JOIN US IN LEADERSHIP
Do you have a gift for vision and leadership and a calling/passion to help support and grow your parish? We are
looking for volunteers to join the Parish Steering Team and work alongside the priests to develop our parish
mission in the light of  the Diocesan Pastoral Plan.
Through this role, you can help us to shape the long-term parish vision, foster faith renewal initiatives, support
project implementation and build a collaborative leadership culture.
We are looking for parishioners with a commitment to prayer and mission; a collaborative mindset; a decision-
making capability and a willingness to travel between parish hubs.
Four-year term positions available for Chair, finance lead, and hub representatives.
Applications (and any questions) are welcome up to 27th April: jonathan.how@abdiocese/org.uk

OTHER EVENTS
CHOSEN - FILM SHOWING IN GUILDFORD

mailto:timothy.p.edwards@btopenworld.com
mailto:timothy.p.edwards@btopenworld.com
mailto:jonathan.how@abdiocese/org.uk
mailto:jonathan.how@abdiocese/org.uk


The Chosen "Last Supper", 10-13 April, various locations. The first episode of Season 5 of this amazing retelling
of the story of Christ and His apostles, is coming to cinemas across the Diocese.  Click here  to find local
screenings. 
Previous series can be watched for free on a multitude of platforms, to find out more
visit The Chosen website.

CEO VACANCY

The Secular Clergy Common Fund is looking to appoint a new CEO. It makes grants to our sick and retired
priests and looks after two Catholic cemeteries in London. The role is 0.6FTE and offers flexible working and a
salary of £50k-£60k pro rata. For further details speak to Fr Jonathan How or
contact secretary@secularclergy.org.uk.

JOEL'S BAR - 18-28 year olds Retreat

Are you or do you know someone aged 18 to 28? Joel's Bar is a Catholic charismatic retreat with great
formation and food, and plenty of time to have fun and make friends. 

6-11 April, at the beautiful Worth Abbey, Sussex. Details:  https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/ 

If you need a lift, email Lizzie Parkes parkesemail@btinternet.com

 

CPG LIVESTREAM
SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER  6pm (Mon-Fri) 

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an anniversary, sick family member or
friend, someone or something that can be included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=94e6592561&e=3be5cd7631
https://abdiocese.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6&id=13db149165&e=3be5cd7631
mailto:secretary@secularclergy.org.uk
https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/
https://www.joelsbar.co.uk/
mailto:parkesemail@btinternet.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church


DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,

so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,

we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,

for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN 

Mgr Tony Barry


