
THIS WEEKEND

BAPTISMS

We welcome Camille Crook, Amelia Ingledew, Harry Howlett, Frankie Howlett and Ezekiel Morris who
will be Baptised this weekend and assure them, their parents and godparents of our prayers and our
support.

MANY CONGRATULATIONS

...TO THE NEWLY CONFIRMED

Those confirmed this Year by Bishop Richard will receive their certificates during the 5pm Mass this Sunday
(7th September) and to stay after for a small celebration.

...TO FR FRANSCISCO - NEWLY APPOINTED 

Many congratulations again to Fr. Francisco on his ordination - and now on his appointment to assist Fr. Paul
in the Parish of Camberley and Bagshot: we will be very sorry to see him go but assure him of our continued
prayers and good wishes. Fr. Francisco has written a message to express his gratitude which is included a
bit below.

The 5pm Mass this Sunday will be Fr. Francisco's last Sunday Mass in the parish. It is appropriate that it
should be with the newly confirmed as he has supported them in their preparation. After the Mass there will
be bubblies and bites - to enable all who would like to stay a while awhile and wish Father, and the Newly
Confirmed, well.

THANK YOU

Words of Gratitude from Fr. Francisco Ogbonna, MCD.
"A great existential philosopher, Martin Heidegger in his great words of wisdom and gratitude highlights that
"In calling man to thinking, being has endowed the nature of man with a thinking that is thanking, a thinking
that recalls and gives thanks and in a thoughtful thankful thinking, man perceived himself as beholden as
indebted". It is on this note that I wish to graciously express my profound gratitude to God Almighty for
calling me to serve him as his priest, and Our Blessed Mother Mary for her maternal favour and graces in
my priestly journey. Gracious thanks to His Excellency, Rt. Rev. Richard Moth, Bishop of Arundel &
Brighton, a great mentor and a father with a heart of gold, who God used to raise me to the Order of
Priesthood, and who gave me the opportunity to serve in the Diocese of Arundel and Brighton, and in the last
few months in the Catholic Parish of Guildford.



Great thanks to the clergy team of the Catholic parish of Guildford for their brotherly support and kindness
during my Diaconal placement at the parish serving under and with them. A heartfelt thanks to the wonderful
staff, council members, various groups and parishioners of the Catholic Parish Guildford (St. Mary's, St.
Pius, St. Joseph's and St. Edward's), your prayers, encouragement and support has been a great
motivation for me. Great thanks to you all, for the gifts and donations during and after my priestly ordination.
My ministry within and among you all has been a great spiritual growth for me. Each and every one of you
have a unique place in my life and vocation history. Your love, kindness, support, prayers, generosity,
encouragement has left an indelible mark of gratitude in my heart.

Though, good byes are often the most painful aspect of friendships and relationships. The rhythm of
friendships and relationships involves the dynamics of embracing and letting go. In ministry life, we always
seem to meet, bond and spiritually and socially grow in friendships and relationships, though life is filled with
hellos and good-byes, meetings and partings. I wish to on this note say Good bye to you all. I will be
resuming my new parish assignment at Camberley and Bagshot Catholic Parish on Friday, 12th September.
Please keep me in your prayers and I will keep you all in my prayers as well.

I have neither gold nor silver, but the blessings of the Almighty God, and in solemn prayer I invoke the
blessings of God upon you all from the Book of Numbers 6:24-26:

"The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you;
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace". Amen"

 

CHILDREN, YOUTH, FAMILY

 

Our youth groups are back this Autumn! The groups are full of fun, faith, and friendship, and are a space for
young people to explore their faith among their peers.

FEARLESS – for school years 3-6, Mondays from 5.15-6.45pm. Please sign up here.

FUSION – for school years 7-9, Mondays from 6.45-8.15pm. Please sign up here.

FOCUS – for school years 10-13, Fridays from 7-9pm. Please sign up here.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/ciurweec
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/vft6091a
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bhfczcto


All of our youth groups meet at St Joseph's Church Hall.

 

SANCTITY OF LIFE - URGENT APPEAL

YOUR HELP NEEDED NOW: PROTECT THE SANCTITY OF LIFE!

The Catholic Church teaches that all human life is sacred ('sanctity of life'): that everyone has a right to life
which should be protected and valued at every stage. This teaching faces one of the most difficult
challenges seen yet in this country, with the proposed Terminally Ill Adults Bill (Assisted Suicide) being voted
forward in the House of Commons. The second reading of this proposed legislation will be on Friday 12th
September in the House of Lords, where its members (Peers and Church of England Bishops) will
scrutinise this in detail; it is entirely within the power of the House of Lords to reject the proposed
legislation or request amendments.

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED NOW to write to the Peers, explaining why this represents a real danger to
the most vulnerable, the less able, those with learning difficulties, with eating disorders or those
open to coercion and control; particularly if you have personal or professional experience in a related
medical, psychological, nursing, caring or legal role.

A physical letter rather than an email is felt best; remember many Peers may not know much about life
issues and welcome any expertise and experiences you can share. You can find out more about how to
write, to which peer and the address in this link from the Catholic Bishops Conference of England &
Wales: https://www.cbcew.org.uk/how-to-write-to-peers-in-the-house-of-lords/

For any questions please contact office@cpg.church.

PRAYER

MASS INTENTIONS – THIS COMING WEEK

Please click  Int 6th September 2025.pdf   for the Mass intentions this week.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

https://www.cbcew.org.uk/how-to-write-to-peers-in-the-house-of-lords/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/how-to-write-to-peers-in-the-house-of-lords/
https://www.cbcew.org.uk/how-to-write-to-peers-in-the-house-of-lords/
mailto:office@cpg.church
https://cdn.email.cdn.churchsuite.com/Cw50BlvSFS4ysmXvk1bf


Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Gerard Carroll (Funeral on Monday 8th September at Guildford Crematorium at 9.45am)

Hannah Gill (Funeral on Friday 12th September at St. Pius Church at 11am)

David Jessop (Funeral on Friday 24th October at 12pm at St Pius X)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon them,
May they rest in Peace.

FORMATION

SAVE THE DATE – JUBILEE OF CATECHISTS

On 27th September there will be a celebration at St. Joseph's – more details to follow.

WISHING TO BECOME A CATHOLIC OR FIND OUT MORE?

Those who have applied to find out about or become Catholic, should have been contacted by us by now. If
you haven't heard from us, then do please call our Parish Office below.

Email: office@cpg.church Tel: 01483 562704

Click here and scroll down to apply.

EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS OF HOLY COMMUNION

An opportunity to reflect on the Ministry of giving the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy Communion to the
Faithful will be given during October. A variety of days and times have been chosen to enable all of us to
attend. Would ALL Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, whether for Church or Home Ministry,
please do their utmost to attend ONE of the following Sessions:

Wednesday 8th October 7pm St Pius X Church
Wednesday 15th October 10am St Edward's Hall
Thursday 16th October 11am St Joseph's Hall

mailto:office@cpg.church
https://www.cpg.church/rcia.html


Saturday 25th October 11am St Joseph's Hall
Tuesday 28th October 7pm St Joseph's Hall

PLEASE BOOK VIA THE Parish Office – office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

MISSION

ST MARY'S PARENTS COFFEE MORNING

Restarting Wednesday 10th September
Parents are invited to join us in St Mary's Church Hall on Wednesday mornings, during term time. Pop in for
a fresh coffee, refreshment and fellowship. Little ones and toddlers are welcome and toys available. There
will be a story time for the children and craft table. Come along after the school drop off from 8:45 until
10:30am.

TUESDAY CLUB

16th September 2.30 to 4.30pm in St. Joseph's Hall

Gertrude Jekyll's Munstead Wood

An illustrated talk by National Trust Site Manager, Ian Molesworth about the renowned designer,
plantswoman and artist and her Godalming home and garden.

Followed by tea and homemade cakes. All are welcome. (Suggested donation £3)

PARISH FILM NIGHT

'The Penguin Lessons' (12)

Friday 26th September 2025, 7pm for 7.30pm prompt start

Starring Steve Coogan and based on a true story this great comedy drama tells of how a world weary
teacher goes to work in a school in a divided Argentina in 1976. He finds his life transformed after rescuing
an orphaned penguin from a beach, rediscovering his compassion for others in the unlikely relationship that
develops. Please book seats in advance: Parish Film Night 'The Penguin Lessons' (12) St Pius X Hall (26-
Sep-2025) · ChurchSuite Events

HMP SEND

Are currently seeking Roman Catholic volunteers

Are you available on Fridays and looking for a meaningful way to serve?

The Chaplaincy Team at HMP Send is seeking Roman Catholic volunteers to support the RC community
during Friday Mass. HMP Send is a women's prison in Surrey.

mailto:office@cpg.church
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fks9y2ir
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fks9y2ir


Volunteers attend from 13:15 to 15:00, joining the women for the Rosary, Mass, and post-service fellowship.
Your presence offers spiritual encouragement and connection to the wider Church. No formal experience is
needed — just a warm heart, a listening ear, and a willingness to be present.

Security clearance is required (Level 1 only for this role), and volunteers can attend up to four times while
clearance is being processed.

If you're interested or would like to learn more, please contact: Aseel Gilbert – Managing Chaplain

 aseel.gilbert@justice.gov.uk
☏ 01483 471133
 

FABRIC & FINANCE

The Parish 2024 Accounts are available on the cpg.church website. Thank you to all those who responded
so positively to the Project Appeal made during 2024 which has eased the Parish's finances at least for now,
while also allowing certain improvements to our four churches to go ahead both in 2024 and so far this year.
Plans are being prepared to spend the remaining project funds.

INVITATION FROM THE BISHOP

 

mailto:aseel.gilbert@justice.gov.uk


Bishop Richard is inviting parishioners from across the diocese to celebrate the Jubilee Year of Hope, the
60th Anniversary of the Diocese, and our continuing mission in these present times.

The celebration will take place at the South of England Showground in Ardingly, with capacity for 1,200
people to attend.

There will be a number of guest speakers scheduled to inspire and uplift us. The topics are as follows:

Communities of Hope – Michelle Moran (Sion Community)
Scriptures of Hope – Dai Woolridge (Bible Society)
Missionaries of Hope – Rev. Greg Bakker (Church Mission Society)

We will also be joined by One Hope Project, a Catholic Worship Collective who will assist us with our music
and those involved in our diocesan Schools Singing Programme will also be with us for the day.

Families are being encouraged to attend, as there will be a 'youth stream' allowing younger members of our
congregations to engage with the virtue of hope in a way that is accessible for them. There will also be
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament available throughout the day.

The day will finish with Mass.



Tickets have been allocated proportionally to each parish according to Mass attendance: Guildford Parish
has 50 tickets and has arranged a coach.

All are welcome – please sign up via the link

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/whxjxh6n

or see the website

OTHER EVENTS

A MORNING OF HOPE:

Local Charity Brings West Africa Closer to Surrey Hearts

The Guildford & District Knights of St Columba warmly invite the public to an inspiring morning talk, From
Godalming to Burkina Faso, on Saturday 20th September 2025, from 10.30am to 11.45am at Our Lady
Help of Christians Roman Catholic Church, West Byfleet. This uplifting event will feature Gillie Nicholls-
Penny, founder of Les Amis Burkina Faso, a remarkable Godalming-based charity offering vital support to
some of the world's poorest communities. Tickets are just £5 and advance booking is encouraged
at www.ticketsource.co.uk (search 'Burkina Faso'). All proceeds directly support the charity's transformative
work.

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday – 10am
EVENING PRAYER: 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an anniversary, sick family member
or friend, someone or something that can be included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/whxjxh6n
http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church


we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN


