CATHOLIC UILDFORD

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

On Wednesday, we began the season of Lent as we gathered for the celebration
of Mass and accepted ashes as a sign of repentance. The acknowledgement of
our need to repent of our sins is a vital first step in the Lenten journey and this
year, to mark the Jubilee Year of Hope, | shall be visiting each Deanery for a
Service of Reconciliation — a wonderful opportunity for us to experience the love
and forgiveness of God, who never leaves us and always calls us to Him.

Let us continue our prayers for the Holy Father, joining our brothers and sisters
across the world and those who gather to pray in St Peter's Square each
evening. May the Holy Father know the healing presence of the Holy Spirit.

This Sunday, as we celebrate the first Sunday of Lent, we find the Lord in the
desert. He is tempted for 40 days — thus our Lent is 40 days — and rejects all the
attempts of Satan to overcome him. In a consumerist world, Jesus' rejection of
nourishment at a time when he is hungry, calls us to place our trust in Him,
rather than in the things of this world.

His rejection of worldly power is a reminder that humanity is not all-powerful.
This is an important reminder to us in these present times, when there is so
much conflict and when the world order is so fragile. We are also in a time when
the value of human life is not respected. This Lent, let us pray ever more
ardently for peace, for all who exercise government and for all who feel
threatened in these present times. Moreover, let us do all we can to bring peace
and justice to our own sphere of life, for this will proclaim Christ to the world.

Finally, Jesus' outright rejection of Satan calls us to do the same — to expel from
our lives all that would lead us away from the way of the Gospel, the way that
leads to life through the Passion, Death and Resurrection of Jesus, that we
prepare to celebrate in this wonderful season.

With every blessing,
+Richard

THIS WEEKEND

Saturday Morning Confessions at St Joseph's in Lent

This is the busiest time for confessions in the parish, so during Lent we plan to
have two priests on duty each week from 10:30-12:00. Please try to avoid



coming later than 11.45 as Saturdays in Lent are normally quite busy for the
priests: Thank you.

RITE OF ELECTION

Please keep in your prayers the 15 parishioners-to-be who are with Bishop
Richard this Weekend at the Cathedral for the Rite of Election. Six of the group
will be baptised at the Easter Vigil and seven will be received into the Church.

CAFOD

CAFOD will focus on the role of Lokho in her community efforts to survive the
endless droughts in her village in Kenya. At each mass this weekend there will
be a short presentation by a CAFOD volunteer to introduce how we may all
support the Family Fast day Appeal on the 14th March. Hear the CAFOD prayer
for Lent on the LINK and for a wider presentation read the LINK.

THE BIG QUIZ

St. Edward's is hosting the Big Quiz in the Church Hall, with Raffle and Three
Curry Night - 8 Mar at 7pm. Vegetarians catered for. Tickets £15 adults £10
children Book via Toni Hourahane either on 07798692022

or toni@hourahane.com

THIS WEEK

TUESDAY MORNING MASS

This Tuesday is the monthly meeting of the Clergy of the Deanery (new Parish
to be). The Priests will be concelebrating Mass in FARNHAM at 10am. The
Mass at St. Joseph's will be at 8am.

PRAYER

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click here Int 8th March 2025.pdf for the Mass intentions this
week.

St EDWARD'S MASS TIME CHANGE

Due to the road closures on the 16" March for the Surrey Half Marathon St
Edward's Mass will be at 5pm on Sunday March 16th.


https://cafod.org.uk/pray/prayer-resources/the-light-of-hope
https://www.cpg.church/cafod1.html
mailto:toni@hourahane.com
https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/5CDstt6TJ6AX4Id0bjNe

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Maureen Blackmore (Funeral at Guildford Crematorium at 10.30am on
Wednesday 19th March)

lan Blakey ( Funeral at St Edward's on Wednesday 2nd April at 11am)

Robert Maurice Donnelly (Funeral details to follow)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
May they rest in Peace.

GUILDFORD YOUNG ADULTS AND STUDENTS PRAYER GROUP

The next meeting for the Young Adults and Students will be on Wednesday

12" March in St Joseph's Church at 7pm

LENT

Pope Francis' Message for Lent 2025 is inspired by the Holy Year, with the
theme "Journey together in hope". Writing shortly before he was admitted to
hospital, the Holy Father emphasises that "a first call to conversion comes from
the realisation that all of us are pilgrims in this life" — something Pope Francis
highlighted during last year's World Day of Migrants and Refugees.

The Pope underlines that our journey is made together, explaining that
"Christians are called to walk at the side of others, and never as lone travellers”,
it is necessary "to walk together, to be synodal" because "this is the vocation of
the Church". In conclusion, the Holy Father affirms that it is necessary "to
journey together in hope, for we have been given a promise", and that "hope
does not disappoint’ (Rom 5:5).

This call to conversion is the central message of the Jubilee, "a call to hope, to
trust in God and his great promise of eternal life". Pope Francis encourages us
so that hope "may be the focus of our Lenten journey towards the victory of
Easter".

STATIONS OF THE CROSS DURING LENT

St. Edward's 11.45am Wednesdays from 12th March


https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/messages/lent/documents/20250206-messaggio-quaresima2025.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/en/news/2024/giornata-mondiale-migrante-e-rifugiato-2024-tema-messaggio-papa.html

St Edward's 7.30pm Thursdays from 13th March

St Joseph's 7.30pm Fridays from 7th March
St Mary's 3pm on Sundays from 9th March

St Pius X 7.00pm on Mondays from 10th March

FORMATION

LENT FAITH SHARING GROUPS

The Parish will be hosting small faith sharing groups on the theme of Christian
Hope in this Jubilee Lent. Entitled We Dare to Hope, the reflections have been
prepared by the Dominican Sisters. The sessions will take place at St Joseph's
Hall on the five Tuesdays during Lent - starting on 11 March. Refreshments will
be served after the 10am mass and the sessions will start at 11am - finishing
around 12.30 pm.

Please sign up on the link below or contact the parish office.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z

LENTEN TALKS
The Parish is hosting a Lenten series titled "Weekly Desert Experience with the

Lord", which comprises of Lenten theme talks, with adoration, praise and
worship, silent time for prayer and Benediction. This programme is geared
towards drawing us all to a deeper reflection of the Paschal Mystery and
growing in deeper relationship in faith with the Lord.

The programme will take place at St Joseph's Church every Thursday evening

during Lent, from Thursday 61" March to April 10" from 7:30pm to 8:45pm,

This programme is co-ordinated by the Parish Clergy team.

MISSION

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED AT HMP SEND
Volunteers support the chaplains in delivering faith-related provision, pastoral

care and other support to prisoners. HMP Send is a closed category adult
women's prison near Send, Woking. There are a wide range of volunteering
opportunities at HMP Send; drawing on a range of skills and experience, and
with appropriate training where necessary.


https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/fmaztd6z

Examples include:

e Course leaders and group facilitators for a range of faith-related
courses.

¢ Faith Service volunteers attending and joining in services.

e Administrative support in the Chaplaincy office.

e Pastoral Assistants offering a listening ear to women in distress.
 Official Prison Visitors — befriending and visiting a particular prisoner.

If you think you might be called to this ministry or have any questions, please
email the Managing Chaplain, Aseel Gilbert aseel.gilbert@justice.gov.uk .

VULNERABLE COMMUNITIES
CAFOD is encouraging us to contact our MP regarding cuts to the funding of

our most vulnerable communities, many of whom will die and more will lose
livelihoods, following the recent British Government's announcement. The USA
too are freezing aid.

LENTEN LUNCH @ ST MARY'S

St Mary's Lenten Lunches will take place every Friday in Lent, starting on

March 7th. Soup and bread or cheese and crackers will be available for a cash
donation towards St Mary's 40th anniversary fund- available from 12 noon after
morning Mass at 11 and Adoration at 11.30.

ST MARY'S PARENTS COFFEE MORNING

Parents are invited to join us in St Mary's Church Hall on Wednesday mornings,
during term time. Pop in for a fresh coffee, refreshment and a short reflection on
the Gospel. Little ones and toddlers are welcome and toys available. Come
along after the school drop off from 8:45 until 10:30am.

ST PATRICKS NIGHT WITH A KERALAN TWIST @ ST MARY'S

When: 15th March 2025

Where: St. Mary's Hall

Time: From 7.30 pm to 10.30 pm

Cost: £12 to include a two course meal and music (children under 12 £6)
Bring your own drinks

This event is a fund raiser for the 40th anniversary of the Consecration of St.
Mary's Church.


mailto:aseel.gilbert@justice.gov.uk
mailto:aseel.gilbert@justice.gov.uk

FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION

Parish Administrative Assistant (Part-Time)

Following a move abroad the Parish is looking to recruit a new part-time Parish
Administrator. This role is pivotal in ensuring the smooth running of the parish
particularly in sacramental preparation and record-keeping. The successful
candidate will work collaboratively with the clergy team and staff colleagues
while maintaining the welcoming and pastoral nature of our community.

Key Detalils

e Hours: 5 hours per week (timing to be arranged with successful
candidate)

e Location: Parish Office, 12 Eastgate Gardens, Guildford, GU1 4AZ

For the Job Description and Application form please see the Parish
Website; www.cpg.org

ST JOSEPH'S

Volunteer required to help count the collection at St Joseph's Church — one hour
every four weeks following the 10am Mass on a Thursday. If you would like to
help or find out more, then please contact Tim Edwards on 0736 22 88 756.

200 CLUB

The draw for the 200 Club will take place this Sunday oth after 9.15am Mass at
St Pius X

OTHER ITEMS


https://www.cpg.church/jobs.html

The Passion of Jesus

18 April 2025 Q Trafalgar Square

WINTERSHALL

The Passion of Jesus live in Trafalgar Square on Good Friday 18th April
performances at 12 Noon and 3.15pm

Hard Cases Don't Make Good Law: Assisted Suicide Webinar, 3 April,
6.30pm, online. Join the Catholic Union for this webinar on the Terminally Il
Adults (End of Life) Bill, for a chance to unpick the Bill guided by experts in
medicine, palliative care and psychiatry. The Bill receives its Third Reading on
25 April. Click here for details.

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.
If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be

included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

DIOCESAN PRAYER


https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/hard-cases-dont-make-good-law-assisted-suicide-webinar-tickets-1233106176769
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN



