CATHOLIC PARISH GUILDFORD

Dear Tom,

This Sunday marks the beginning of the new Church's Year — the First Sunday
of Advent — and this year we hear the Gospel of Luke on Sundays.

| invite you to reflect on the words of Jesus in the Gospel: "your redemption is
drawing near." Our redemption begins with the Angel's message to Mary, telling
her that she is to be the mother of Jesus, and in this season we now prepare to
celebrate the birth of Christ, Emmanuel, God-with-us. The Season of Advent is
a time of expectant hope in His coming — both at the end of time, and in our
celebration of His birth at Christmas. The presence of Christ, the life of Christ,
His death and resurrection — this is our hope and our life, and we rejoice at His
coming.

This Season of Advent is a time for us to progress in love and hope — with faith —
these are the marks of the Christian. All three are gifts — gifts in which we rejoice
and gifts that we are called to share with our brothers and sisters, that all might
rejoice in the birth of the One Who became one of us, though free from sin, for
our salvation.



As we prepare to celebrate the birth of the Saviour, may the message of the
wonder and dignity of life be proclaimed, celebrated, and protected.

May this Season of Advent be a time of grace and blessing for us all, that we
may respond ever more deeply to the call the Lord has given to us, to be His
people, His instruments, at the service of the Gospel for our brothers and

sisters.

With every blessing,

Bishop Richard

The Bishop's Message, following the vote on Asisted Dying, can be found later in this
email.

THIS WEEKEND

ST MARY'S COFFEE MORNING

"On Sunday 1st of December | will be organising a Charity Coffee Morning at St
Joseph's Catholic School hall. Please join us from 12:30 for a piece of cake
and coffee and support The Catholic Children's Society Charity. I'm looking
forward to see you all' " Kasia
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THE NEW LECTIONARY

A new edition of the Lectionary, the book which contains the readings which are
proclaimed at Mass, will come into use in England and Wales this weekend. At
the Second Vatican Council, the Lectionary was revised so that more of the
treasures of Scripture would be heard in the Mass — prior to the Council only 3%
of the Gospel of Mark was heard, now 96% is read. One consequence of this
was that the Lectionary was, once more, a separate volume separated from the
prayer texts of the Mass.

The Lectionary is changing as part of the continuing process of revising liturgical
translations. The process began with the Roman Missal in 2011 and has
continued with all the other liturgical texts. The new Lectionary will use the
English Standard Version — Catholic Edition of the Bible and the Abbey Psalter.
The changes are intended to make the biblical translations more faithful to the
original languages, biblical scholarship, and to provide a text for use in a
liturgical setting that is more proclaimable and, where appropriate, more
inclusive.

The God Who Speaks project has produced a new Lectionary-Scripture
Formation Resource to help parishes and schools deepen their love of Mass,
the Bible, and living the Gospel in daily life. You can find the resource here.

BAPTISMS

We welcome Gemmo Kung , Lucia Pelham, Caleb Gorno , Luca Gorno and
Kristoff Lincuna who will be Baptised this weekend and assure them, their
parents and godparents of our prayers and our support.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Gary McArdle ( Funeral on Thursday 19" December at St Joseph's at 10am)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
May they rest in Peace.


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fabdiocese.us9.list-manage.com%2Ftrack%2Fclick%3Fu%3D6ad3715cf61665df736c264a6%26id%3Df369bab6b4%26e%3D3be5cd7631&data=05%7C02%7Ctony.barry%40abdiocese.org.uk%7C64e0f5f4288a448b0ead08dd0fdee9e4%7C2bf5dbc217ef4efca1c9ab2dc4edefd0%7C0%7C0%7C638684172310603982%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lMetq4QKCjJa3bm%2F2t3kmqnI0nAUWeYD3yJneHsFlK8%3D&reserved=0

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please check here Int 30th November 2024.pdf  for the Mass intentions
this week.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR - THIS COMING WEEK

Sat 30th November - Saint Andrew, Apostle

Sun 1st December - 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mon 2nd December - Monday of the 1st week of Advent
Tue 3rd December - Saint Francis Xavier, Priest

Wed 4th December - Wednesday of the 1st week of Advent
Thu 5th December - Thursday of the 1st week of Advent

Fri 6th December - Saint Nicholas, Bishop

FORMATION

FREE BOOK ON CATHOLICISM FOR NON-CATHOLICS

Is there a non-Catholic in your life who might be interested by a short, engaging,
accessible introduction to the Faith? The Parish has access to multiple copies
of Trent Horn's bestselling book Why We're Catholic, and you are welcome to
have one free of charge to share with a non-Catholic or non-Christian you know.
To request a copy, contact James c/o office@cpg.church.

MISSION

PARISH CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN OF HMP SEND
PRISONERS



https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/mwQbI8rMRIKEtSePukZD
https://universalis.com/20241130/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241201/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241202/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241203/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241204/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241205/today.htm
https://universalis.com/20241206/today.htm
https://www.amazon.co.uk/Why-Were-Catholic-Reasons-Faith-ebook/dp/B0714JKZ8H/ref=sr_1_1?crid=26H7D0OE5CCC9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.V-KEoJCdwMsLrFZzS4ilJ4EyKDGrSlUrzDKIVfROP-204Hzh9jMaihSu4H0rw2dgJeFXAalO_jT44Q64-r1pPTsjXd3ZYazy7i71J48jW1Kyyt4DnpLq6SobbP62LbN7olieisZKuiN8PzO2dxpt0w.dgqJvQo6oJFOf_ZinykMCpWL-miAa_c2mi6VaUCmdn0&dib_tag=se&keywords=why+we%27re+catholic&nsdOptOutParam=true&qid=1732882734&sprefix=why+we%27re%2Caps%2C586&sr=8-1
mailto:office@cpg.church

We are again collecting UNWRAPPED presents (£10 - £15 toys or Amazon gift
vouchers). Collection boxes will be available at each church from next
weekend. For further details please see the poster in the church porch or
contact Judith Vickers on judithvickers@hotmail.com.

HOME GROUPS

The Homegroups community welcome Kristina Cooper (former editor of
"Good News" magazine) to give a talk entitled "I am with you always until the
end of time" (Matthew 28.20). You are warmly invited to join us on Thursday
5th December at St Pius Church at 8pm; we start with time for praise &
worship, followed by the talk, and conclude with some social time.

HCPT CHRISTMAS TREE SALE

Saturday 7th December, HCPT will be selling Christmas trees to raise funds for
its' Lourdes Pilgrimage at St joesphs Church Hall between 10am -3pm

THE TEAMS OF OUR LADY

The Teams annual birthday party is happening at St Joseph's on Sunday 8th
December.

We will celebrate the event at the 5:00pm Mass, followed by drinks and nibbles
downstairs in the hall afterwards.

The event is to both celebrate the TEAMS Movement and also an opportunity
for people to find out what TEAMS is about and how it can enrich married
life. Other parish marriage groups will also be there.

All are welcome.

TUESDAY CLUB CHRISTMAS LUNCH PARTY

All are welcome to join us for our Christmas Lunch Party on Tues 10th
December in St. Joseph's hall at 12.30pm. Suggested donation £15. Please
email Tuesdayclub@cpg.church or telephone the office on 01483 562704 so as
we have an idea of numbers.

QUIZ NIGHT THANK YOU!

For the £2053.75 so generously donated (including Gift Aid) towards the A&B
Diocesan Refugee Fund, helping make the lives of asylum seekers and


mailto:judithvickers@hotmail.com

refugees living in our Diocese more hopeful. If you couldn't attend, but would like
to donate, you can do so here: https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/rcf

PLEASE SAVE THE DATE

There is a Children's Carol Service and party on 22"d December at 3pm at St.
Edward's Church. Further details and a link to reserve a place in next week's

email.

ST JOSEPH'S SHOP

Christmas cards, Advent Calendars and diaries have arrived at the Shop at St
Joseph's! Please support Catholic charities: St. Vincent de Paul, Aid to the
Church in Need and The Catholic Children's Society. The shop is open after
Sunday masses for you to purchase your Fairtrade Christmas cards, crafts,
food items, Christmas gifts and much more.

FAIRTRADE & ZAYTOUN

Christmas gifts present a particular opportunity to show solidarity with Fair
Trade producers. Fair Trade goods and olive oil and other products

from Palestine will be on sale at the St Joseph's School Fayre on Saturday 7th
December and after Masses on 7th and 8th December at St Joseph's Church
Shop as usual and additionally at the stall at St Mary's Church.

MESSAGE FROM BISHOP RICHARD

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

In the wake of the vote in Parliament earlier today, in favour of the "Assisted
Dying Bill", may | take this opportunity thank all those who have written to MPs
in recent weeks, alerting them to the dangers inherent in a vote in favour of the
Bill, calling for increased levels of support for resources for palliative care, and
for protection for the dignity of every person, at every stage in life.

The passing of this Bill represents a significant and very sad moment in the
history of this country, and | ask you all to continue your prayers for those in
government. As the statement from the Bishops' Conference of England &
Wales states, this Bill is flawed in principle.


https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/rcf
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/rcf
https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/rcf

There is much that we can do before this Bill becomes law and continuing the
call for compassion, proper availability and resourcing for palliative care, proper
provision for conscientious objection for medical professionals, and protection
for hospices and care homes, will be vital in the months ahead.

Let us keep in prayer all those who will be already feeling fearful as a result of
this vote, their loved ones, and all who care for them.

Yours in Christ, + Richard, Bishop Richard Moth

For the Statement on Second Reading of "Assisted Dying" Bill from the
Catholic Bishops' Conference of England & Wales (CBCEW) - Please Click

below:
CBCEW: www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-suicide-bill-second-reading/

N.B. The Guildford MP, Zoe Franklin, voted FOR the Bill.

OUR SCHOOLS

St Thomas's School Vacancy

St Thomas of Canterbury School, Merrow, are looking for a part

time music teacher from January 2025. To provide high quality teaching and
imaginative lesson planning, motivating children, leading to a high standard
of music experiences, learning and achievement for all. For more information
please email Sarah Simpson om@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk

St THOMAS'S SCHOOL CHRISTMAS FAYRE

St Thomas's school warmly invite you to their Christmas fayre on

7! December from 1pm-3.30pm £2 entry per family

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.


http://www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-suicide-bill-second-reading/
http://www.cbcew.org.uk/assisted-suicide-bill-second-reading/
mailto:om@st-thomas.surrey.sch.uk
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please

email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN


mailto:office@cpg.church

