
 
 

Dear Tom,

Gaudete Sunday takes its name from the Entrance Antiphon for this Sunday's Mass:
Gaudete in Domino semper "Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the
Lord is near."
 
In a world so torn apart by war and conflict, we may find it difficult to rejoice. Refugees
continue to travel across countries, seeking places of safety. Closer to home, so many
are living with stress, challenges, and sadness.
 
Yet, we listen to the call to rejoice and to the readings of this Sunday's Mass. Zephaniah
rejoices at the victory that God brings to the people. St Paul, writing to the Philippians,
calls them to joy on account of the nearness of the Lord and tells us not to worry, but to
pray - and to pray with thanksgiving in our hearts. 
 
Isaiah, from which the text for this Sunday's Responsorial Psalm is taken, focuses our
joy in the fact of our salvation. This is where our joy lies; God has sent His Son, the Word
made Flesh, to be our salvation. Our joy in our salvation overcomes all worries, concerns
and anxieties. We are called to trust in God who saves us. 
 
The lesson of trust can be a hard one to learn - so many of us live with experiences
where trust on the human level has been damaged, yet our trust in God takes place at a
different level - a deeper level - where the virtue of the most profound joy in all that God
does for us is seen in His Son. With it comes a peace which the world cannot give, a joy
and peace that cannot be taken from us.
 
The expectancy that we see in those who listened to John the Baptist is ours. We wait -
as we hear at every Mass - with joyful hope at the coming of our saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
Let us prepare, to celebrate His birth in trust, joy, and peace, and be ready to welcome
Him when he comes again. Rejoice in the Lord always, again I say, rejoice. Indeed, the
Lord is near.
 
With every blessing,

+Richard

TOMORROW - DAY OF RECONCILIATION

Sunday 15th December 2024



DAY OF RECONCILIATION

This Saturday (Dec 14th) priests of the Deanery will be joining us in St.
Joseph's Church to offer the Sacrament of Penance (Confession). The Day
begins at 9am and concludes by 4pm. We are all invited to take the
opportunity of this key element in our Advent Preparation 

THE COMING WEEK

TUESDAY - 10am MASS

As St. Peter's School are preparing St. Joseph's Church for their evening
Liturgy the 10am Mass on Tuesday ( 17th December) will be  in St Pius X
Church, Merrow.

WEDNESDAY - YOUNG ADULTS PRAYER & PUB

 Young adults group Prayer and pub meet at St Joesph's  at 7pm  on
Wednesday 18th December 

THURSDAY - 11am ST PIUS MASS

St. Peters School have offered  their Chapel for the 11am Mass on
Thursday (19th December)  and have invited everyone to join them in the 6th
Form lounge after Mass where they will be serving refreshments. (The
congregation at St. Pius had a vote last week and decided to accept the
invitation)

 

HOLY YEAR 2025



From the Diocesan News:

"Pope Francis has decided that 2025 will be a year of Jubilee – something which
happens every 25 years – with the theme "Pilgrims of Hope". The Jubilee will
offer people across our global family of faith an important opportunity to re-
establish a proper relationship with God, with one another, and with all of
creation. In order for everyone to share in the celebration of the Holy Year, the
following diocesan churches have been designated as special places of
pilgrimage, where Holy Year Indulgences may be gained:

Arundel Cathedral, Arundel BN18 9AY

Worth Abbey, Crawley, RH10 4SB

St Joseph's, Guildford, GU1 4AZ

 

This is obviously a great privilege for the Parish and we look forward to
welcoming pilgrims from across Surrey.. M‍ore details will follow in the New,
Holy Year.

PARISH THANK YOU

The clergy would like to invite all those who volunteer in the Parish in whatever
ministry or role to join them for the Afternoon Tea they will be personally hosting
on Sunday 5th January at 3pm in St Joseph's Hall  Please save the date in your
diary.

PRAYER



 

St PIUS X CHRISTMAS EVE NATIVITY 

 A short Nativity is planned at the start of the 5-30pm Christmas Eve Mass at St
Pius X and rehearsals will start after 9-15am Sunday morning Mass this
weekend. Please can parents of children who would like to participate register
here: 

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/forms/bjjlok5u   

ST EDWARD'S CHRISTMAS FAMILY EVENT

You are invited to the St Edward's Christmas family event - with a Carol Service
followed by a bring and share children's party tea with mulled wine and mince
pies for the adults.

Everyone from across the parish is welcome to this popular family event. 
Booking for children is essential so that Santa can be sure to have an
appropriate present for each child!

Please sign up using the link below by Friday, 20th December 2024.

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob

ST MARY'S PRAYER GROUP 

St Mary's Parish Prayer Group is changing its meeting time- we will meet on
TUESDAYS AT 11AM every week,  

We meet to say the rosary and the Divine Mercy devotion, plus time for silent
prayer and occasional religious reading. 

All are welcome whether for a few minutes or longer- please do pop in and out
as needed. 

 
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers all who have died recently.

Baby Oliver - died at 5 hours old.

Gary McArdle (Funeral on Thursday 19th December at St Joseph's at 10am)

Andrew Sarnecki - (Funeral on Monday 30th December - Guildford
Crematorium)

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/forms/bjjlok5u
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/forms/bjjlok5u
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bbi1krob


Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon
them,
May they rest in Peace.

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click here  Int 14th December 2024 .pdf   for the Mass intentions this
week.

LITURGICAL CALENDAR - THIS COMING WEEK

Sat 14th December - Saint John of the Cross, Priest, Doctor

Sun 15th December - 3RD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Mon 16th December - Monday of the 3rd week of Advent

Tue 17th December - Tuesday of the 3rd week of Advent

Wed 18th December - Wednesday of the 3rd week of Advent

Thu 19th December - Thursday of the 3rd week of Advent

Fri 20th December - Friday of the 3rd week of Advent

DIOCESAN DIRECTORY 2025

The Diocesan Directory for 2025 is now available from St. Joseph's Parish
Shop and from the Parish Office: 0ffice@cpg.church. The Directory gives the
details for the coming Liturgical Year (Solemnities, Saints, Seasons etc) as well
as details of all the Parishes and Masses across Surrey & Sussex. It also
includes contact details for all the Diocesan Services and Offices. Cost £5. (The
Cover picture is from the Ordination of Fr. Eddie)

MISSION

CPG 10% CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL IS NOW OPEN!

https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/zcFiIhQiVKzxw4zLWuAJ
https://universalis.com/20241214/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241215/mass.htm
https://universalis.com/20241216/mass.htm
mailto:0ffice@cpg.church


As we celebrate the Birth of Christ we renew our commitment to reach out in
his name to those in need with compassion and charity. This Christmas we
are invited to donate 10% of our Christmas spending via this Appeal to three
charities: a local, national and international charity, each meeting the needs of
the 'Poorest of the Poor' or other 'extremely deserving cause'. This year's
Appeal includes:

LOCAL: PHYLLIS TUCKWELL MEMORIAL HOSPICE 
NATIONAL: MEDAILLE TRUST (MODERN SLAVERY)
INTERNATIONAL: SVP SOUTH SUDAN

For more information and how to donate please visit:  CPG 10%
CHRISTMAS CHARITY APPEAL

 

PRAY FOR OUR HIGH STREET MISSION 

On Saturday 21 December, the Mission Team will spend a couple of hours on
Guildford High Street offering rosaries, leaflets and chocolate to people. Please
pray for this work, that it will sow seeds in the hearts of people which bring them
to faith. 

 

ST JOSEPH'S BABY AND TODDLER GROUP  

 The Baby and toddler group are looking for volunteers to help with our vibrant
group. If you are able to support the parents in our community, come and join us
on Monday Morning from 10am -1130am please contact Dominique via the
Parish office  . 01483 562704 or email office@cpg.church  

 

PARISH CHRISTMAS PRESENTS FOR CHILDREN OF HMP SEND
PRISONERS.

We are again collecting UNWRAPPED presents (£10 - £15 toys or Amazon gift
vouchers). Collection boxes will be available at each church. For further details
please see the poster in the church porch or contact Judith Vickers
c/o office@cpg.church. 

ST EDWARD'S CHRISTMAS LUNCH

Everyone is welcome to the  Christmas Lunch for the Parish 

Tuesday 17th December at St Edwards 12:30 for 13:00.  

£7.00 per head for Turkey or Nut Roast with dessert and bubbly, wine or juice. 

https://cpg.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/dcija40j
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/dcija40j
mailto:office@cpg.church
mailto:office@cpg.church


Booking Toni@Hourahane.com or 07798 692022 for place and dietary needs

ST JOSEPH'S SHOP

Christmas cards, Advent Calendars and diaries have arrived at the Shop at St
 Joseph's!  Please support Catholic charities: St. Vincent de Paul, Aid to the
Church in Need and The Catholic Children's Society.  The shop is open after
Sunday Masses for you to purchase your Fairtrade Christmas cards, crafts,
food items, Christmas gifts and much more.  

PARISH PANTRY APPEAL 

 Please help those in need through the winter months. Donations can be made
of either non perishable items (e.g. tea, coffee, pasta, rice, pasta sauces, tins of
tuna, tomatoes, chicken or meat in sauce, fruit/custard, rice pudding, breakfast
bars or cereals, biscuits, toiletries). Alternatively donate money, using the Parish
Pantry tab on the contactless machines in each Church, which will be used to
help those needing extra food support. 

 

CLERGY FINANCE - CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

The priests of the parish are very grateful for your support of the Christmas
Clergy Collection. As they do not receive a salary, or a church pension, the
income is very much appreciated. As a number of parishioners will be away for
Christmas Envelopes are available in the Parish Porches and there is a link on
the Contactless Machines. THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

CPG LIVESTREAM

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER  6pm (Mon-Fri) 

Please join us by clicking here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs


included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

 

DIOCESAN PRAYER

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,

so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,

we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,

for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN 

mailto:office@cpg.church

