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ANNIVERSARY
SAINT MARY’S CHURCH

Last Sunday, 29th June, we celebrated forty years since St Mary's was consecrated. In fact, the Catholic
presence in Rydes Hill goes back even further, to 1945, so we give thanks for eighty years of the Catholic
community there.

Bishop Richard presided at Mass for us on Sunday morning to a packed church, with additional parishioners
seated in the hall following the Mass through the livestream. The church had been thoroughly cleaned and
beautifully decorated with flowers. A host of altar servers assisted at Mass and the singing was wonderful.
We had communion hymns sung by the Hong Kong and Filipino communities in their own languages too - a
beautiful reminder of how people of all backgrounds and ethnicities are united together in Christ.

At the end of Mass, Bishop Richard also blessed three new statues for the church (more about these
below). After Mass, everyone gathered next door in the hall at St Joseph's school for a shared lunch, which
was a joyful time of fellowship and socialising.

Renovating the Church

Over the last year, we held three outstanding fundraising events: a concert by the Filipino Catholic Faith
Defenders choir, a Chinese New Year party, and a St Patrick's night with a twist - a wonderful joint venture
between the Irish and Indian communities. The money raised by these events, went into the Parish Appeal
which has allowed us to make important repairs and improvements to the church.

You will certainly have noticed the brand new sign outside the church! Inside, the floor has been
professionally cleaned, and the community worked tirelessly cleaning the windows and the church
throughout. We also filled a skip with odds and ends stored in the attic that were no longer in good condition
or needed.



There have been several minor repairs and some ongoing improvements including returning the original
confessional to use.

Saints and Statues

As mentioned earlier, Bishop Richard blessed some statues at the end of Mass. A church is above all a
place of prayer, where we here on earth join the saints in heaven in worshipping God. St Mary's is a
community made up of people from different backgrounds, and we wanted to provide space for devotion to
saints special to different communities. We therefore now have two new prayer spaces which resemble side
altars.

One features a statue of St Patrick. Since St Mary's was built by the Irish community in the 1960s, we
wanted to honour the church's heritage with a statue of that great saint. Of course, St Patrick is also the
patron saint of Nigeria, so he serves as an intercessor for both some of our longest-standing parishioners
and some of our newer arrivals.

The Filipino community has also sourced statues of two important Filipino saints: the martyrs Saints Lorenzo
Ruiz and Pedro Calungsod. These young men who gave their lives for the Gospel should inspire all of us to
greater witness of our faith.

These three statues will remain on display during July to mark St Mary's fortieth anniversary. Going forward,
the statues will be displayed around the time of their feast days and other appropriate moments. We're also
exploring the possibility of acquiring other statues of saints who are venerated by different communities. The
saints are sometimes described as our friends in heaven, and we hope this will be a way of introducing each
other to some of our friends in heaven whom others haven't met yet. Do speak to one of the priests if you
have a suggestion for other saints.



Thank You!

We want to finish by thanking everyone who worked so hard to make last Sunday the prayerful and joyful
celebration that it was. Some people were visible on the day because they were stewarding, altar serving, or
involved in the music. Many others worked behind the scenes in different ways: helping with the renovations
and cleaning, arranging the flowers, and looking after the sacristy.

Thank you for everything you do all year round which makes St Mary's the happy and prayerful community
that it is. May God bless you all abundantly!

Ordination to the Priesthood of

5 Jul
SCOTT COLEMAN b

& GARY CARTER Arundel Cathedral

Deacons Gary and Scott will be ordained to the sacred priesthood at Arundel Cathedral this Saturday at 12
noon. Everyone is welcome to attend the Mass; those unable to attend in person are warmly invited to watch

the celebration on the cathedral's livestream.

Please note: as the Priests will be attending the Ordination a supply priest will celebrate the 10am Mass
in St. Joseph's - but unfortunately there won't be any confessions.


https://www.abdiocese.org.uk/livestream

BAPTISMS

We welcome Theodore Joy, Oliver Kuhn, Louisse Sapnu, Grace Scott, and Gabriel Villanueva who
will be Baptised this weekend and assure them, their parents and godparents of our prayers and our
support.

FR SCOTT COLEMAN'S FIRST MASS IN GUILDFORD

We very much look forward to welcoming Fr Scott Coleman to celebrate the 5pm Mass at St Joseph's on
Sunday 13th July. Having known him so well as a seminarian, who spent his Pastoral Year with us, we look
forward to seeing him as a priest!

There will be a small reception afterwards which will give an opportunity to congratulate him personally.

VIGIL OF PRAYER

In preparation for the Ordination of Deacon Francisco as a priest there will be a Vigil of Prayer from 7pm to
8pm in St. Joseph's Church to which all are invited (it will also be on the Livestream.)

You are specially invited to the Priestly ordination of Rev. Francisco Ogbonna on Friday, July 18th 2025
in St Joseph's Catholic Church at 7pm.

A reception follows immediately after ordination Mass at St Joseph's Hall, and all are invited.

Please keep Rev Francisco Ogbonna in your prayers and he looks forward to seeing you all.



After priesthood ordination, Fr Francisco will be celebrating Masses of Thanksgiving at 7pm at St. Mary's on
Saturday 19th July and at 10.30am in St. Joseph's on Sunday 20th July.

Over the following two weekends he will celebrate Mass at each of the Sunday Masses in the Churches of
the Parish.

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK

Please click here Int 5th July 2025.pdf  for the Mass intentions this week.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Please keep in your prayers

Janet Strode (funeral details to follow)
Patricia Scott (Funeral on Friday 18 July at 1.30pm at St Edward's )

Andrew Loutit ( Funeral on Friday 25t July at St Pius X at 11am)

Eternal Rest grant unto them O Lord, and let Perpetual light shine upon them,
May they rest in Peace.

HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED ABOUT BECOMING A CATHOLIC?

Meetings are now being held for those who want to look into what's involved in becoming Catholic. If you
would like to come and chat without commitment, just let us know by clicking_here, alternatively contact our
Parish Office and we will be happy to get back to you.

Email: Office@cpg.church Tel: 01483 562704

Click here and scroll down to apply.

SEA SUNDAY 13TH JULY

Next Sunday is Sea Sunday when we are remember in our prayers the vital work and the wellbeing of
mariners and fishers who serve our community all the year round.


https://cdn.email.cdn.churchsuite.com/YsVOFgv4RaOLyHu2eAS5
https://www.cpg.church/rcia.html
mailto:Office@cpg.church
https://www.cpg.church/rcia.html

There will be a special collection for the work of Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic Church's
official maritime welfare agency. Information about Sea Sunday can be found HERE. To donate please use

the envelopes, contactless or the QR code on the poster.

ST EDWARD THE CONFESSOR LENTEN PROJECT IN AID OF MARY'S MEALS

We hope your seed potatoes are growing well! This is a reminder that the grand potato weigh in will take
place at St Edward the Confessor Church after the 8.30am Mass on Sunday 13th July. Please make sure
that you bring your potato in its pot and with the plant and soil undisturbed. There is a first prize for both the
heaviest adult and child potato crop. There is a compensation prize for the smallest adult crop.

JUBILEE 2025: CAFOD DEBT JUSTICE CAMPAIGN

CAFOD's Lead Economist, Maria Finnerty, is giving a talk on the Debt campaign at St Pius Hall from 7.30
to 9.00 pm on Monday 14 July. It provides details on the worsening catastrophe of the Debt Crisis and the
steps to improve the prospects of poor countries.

Maria is the author of the CAFOD Report "Jubilee 2025: The new global debt crisis and its solutions."
( The report)

Please sign-up Here

TUESDAY CLUB SUMMER LUNCH PARTY

All are welcome to join the Tuesday Club for lunch on 15th July at St Edward's Church Hall, Sutton Green,
12.30pm. Please sign-up by emailing Tuesdayclub@cpg.church or ringing the office on 01483 562704

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10am


https://stellamaris.org.uk/seasunday/
https://assets.ctfassets.net/vy3axnuecuwj/3OUFMItzFSuwIYFSx6OiQe/f031ab12a39ced84ac6afa453855deca/Jubilee_2025_The_new_global_debt_crisis_and_its_solutions.pdf
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/kwsb1ubd

EVENING PRAYER: 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an anniversary, sick family member
or friend, someone or something that can be included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please
email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,

for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church

