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IN ORDINARY TIME

Year A

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The sheep that belong to me listen to my voice, 
says the Lord, 
I know them and they follow me. 
Alleluia!

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 
All that you have done to us, O Lord,
you have done with true judgement,
for we have sinned against you
and not obeyed your commandments.
But give glory to your name
and deal with us according to the bounty of your mercy.      

COLLECT
O God, who manifest your almighty power
above all by pardoning and showing mercy,
bestow, we pray, your grace abundantly upon us
and make those hastening to attain your promises
heirs to the treasures of heaven…

RESPONSORIAL PSALM  PSALM 24
Remember your mercy, Lord.

             FIRST READING EZEKIEL 18:25-28

God’s people are 
complaining that God 
is not being fair. They 
think that they are the 
only ones who should be 
rewarded and that they 
shouldn’t be punished. 
Ezekiel is reminding them 
that anyone can turn to 

God and receive God’s 
blessings. It’s up to each 
one of us to look honestly 
at ourselves and take 
responsibility for how we 
are behaving. Anyone can 
say “sorry” and turn to God. 
This is what matters and this 
is what will bring us life. 

             SECOND READING  PHILIPPIANS 2:1-11

Even though he was God, 
Jesus didn’t hold onto 
his power. He emptied 
himself and became fully 
human. He showed us by 
his actions that real love 
is about putting other 
people before ourselves. 
As Christians we want 

to be like Jesus and live 
as he did, so we need 
to put other people first. 
Although Jesus suffered 
and died, he rose again 
and so will we. If we  
love others we will find 
real happiness and joy 
with God. 

DO YOU KNOW?                         

On Friday 2 October 
we remember The Holy 
Guardian Angels. Everyone 
has an angel who will look 
out for us and help us on 
our way through life. Pope 
Francis said, “The angels 
help us, they push us to 
continue on the journey.”

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Anyone can say sorry 
and receive God’s 
forgiveness. 

LOOK at the reader 
and LISTEN.
Paul quotes an 
ancient hymn  
about Jesus.

Jesus tells the religious 
leaders in the Gospel 
that they might be 
surprised when they find 
out just who is in the 
kingdom of heaven. He 
even says that people 
they look down on, 
people they don’t think 
are living good lives, are 
actually the people who 
are living as God wants. 
Will we be surprised 
when we find out who is 
living as Jesus asks and 
truly loving others? 

THINK

We say these words 
or sing a hymn as the 
priest approaches  
the altar.

We ask for God’s help. 
Listen now to the 
priest as he offers  
this prayer.

The cantor or psalmist 
sings or says the psalm.
Listen to the verses, 
and then respond by 
using these words.  

We give a shout of 
praise to God, using 
these words taken 
from the Bible. 

Smile a welcome to everyone in church, especially people you’ve not seen before.



STAND to LISTEN 
to the priest or 
deacon as he prepares 
to read the Gospel.
What does the priest 
or deacon do to the 
book when he has 
finished reading the 
Gospel?   

               GOSPEL  MATTHEW 21:28-32  

What do you think? A man 
has two sons. He asks 
the first to help him out at 
work. The first son says, 
“no”, but later changes his 
mind and goes. When the 
father asks the second son 
to help he says, “of course 
I’ll come” but then doesn’t 
turn up. Which one did 

what the father wanted?
Jesus says that how we act 
is much more important 
than saying the right thing. 
Anyone can say they 
believe in God but it’s the 
people who actually do 
something about it and 
live as God asks who are 
doing the right thing. 

The Good News about Jesus is told to us by St Matthew.

    PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Dear Lord, I am thinking about all the people who do 
not have as much as we do. Inspire us this harvest to do 
something practical to help and support people in need. 
Lord, hear my prayer.

 OFFERTORY PROCESSION
As we take our gifts of bread, wine and money to the altar, 
think of a time when you were tired or sad this week and 
then think of a time when you were happy or full of energy 
and enthusiasm. 
Say a little prayer offering these thoughts up to God.

 THE EUCHARISTIC PRAYER
Today’s special prayer thanks God for fulfilling all God’s 
promises to us. 

What can you give special thanks for today?

 THE LORD’S PRAYER
As the priest extends his hands, we say the prayer that 
Jesus taught us.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
By this we came to know the love of God:
that Christ laid down his life for us;
so we ought to lay down our lives for one another.                                               

 MY PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Thank you, Jesus, for showing me what real love is.  
Help me to put other people before myself and not think 
it’s always all about me. Amen.

“Lord, teach me your paths.”

Use your imagination in 
prayer. Picture yourself 
walking through your day. 
Ask your Guardian Angel to 
show you where you could 
share love with the people 
you meet.

PRAY

Make a special effort to 
always do what you say 
you will, and maybe to 
volunteer to help before 
being asked?

DO

Listen to the reader as 
he or she encourages 
us to pray for 
situations and people 
in need. This is a 
prayer you could say 
privately.     

Watch as the gifts are 
made ready and the 
priest washes his hands 
and prepares for the 
Eucharistic Prayer. 

You are invited to sing 
a Communion song or 
say this verse, which 
has been especially 
chosen for today’s 
celebration.   

We listen to the 
prayer of praise and 
thanks to God. 

is the Greek word for 
“fish” and was used 
in the catacombs 
as a sign for early 
Christians. It is made 
up from the first 
letter of five Greek 
titles for the Lord: 
 I (Jesus) 
C  (Christos) 
Q  (Theou/God’s) 
U  (Uios/Son) 
S (Soter/Saviour)

We take Jesus with us to carry on
the work that he did on earth,                     

until we meet again next Sunday.

Go in peace.
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