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Catholic Agency for
Overseas Development

CAFOD: Faith in Action

The Catholic Agency for Overseas Development (CAFOD) was born in 1960
from a grassroots initiative by Catholic women who organized the first Family
Fast Day to fund a health center in Dominica. Formally established in 1962 by
the Bishops of England and Wales, it serves as the official aid agency of the
Catholic Church in these nations.

Today, CAFOD operates in over 40 countries, reaching more than one million
people annually. Its work is twofold: providing urgent humanitarian relief during
emergencies—such as conflict in Ukraine or droughts in East Africa—and
investing in long-term development projects focused on clean water, sustainable
farming, and education.

Rooted in Catholic Social Teaching, CAFOD is vital for its commitment to “the
cry of the earth and the cry of the poor.” By partnering with local experts rather
than imposing outside solutions, it empowers marginalized communities to
become "artisans of their own destiny," ensuring a more just and dignified world
for all.

CAFOD's Lent Family Fast Day for 2026 is focusing on a powerful theme of
global solidarity: helping our neighbors "grow enough food to eat" in the face of
increasingly extreme weather. See further details



https://www.cpg.church/cafod1.html

CAFOD have been told that Donations to the Lent Appeal
will be match funded - doubling the amount raised (up to
£378,000)

Ways to Give:
e The CAFOD envelopes available in the Church Porches
e The contactless machines in the Church Porches

The Church website link

e Directly to CAFOD Virtual Envelope

CAFOD BIG LENT WALK

The new Catholic Parish of Guildford are jointly undertaking the BIG Lent Walk.
Please join and commit to walking 5 km a day for Lent and raise funds for
CAFOD supporting communities growing food in challenging times.

You can walk on your own, as a family or a group. Please use the link to sign
up: (CAFOD Big_Lent Walk) and share this link (Guildford Catholic Parish Just
Giving) for people to sponsor you.

We started on Wednesday 18th February. Our target is to walk the distance
from our parish to the floating gardens in Bangladesh, approximately 10,000 km.
So do join in!

CAFOD video on Lent projects including floating_gardens

The Floating Farms of Bangladesh - BBC News

ST MARY'S SOUP LUNCH FOR LENT

There is a soup lunch in Lent every Sunday from 2ond February at St Mary's.
Please join us at 12.30 after Mass each week for a simple bread and soup


https://cpg.churchsuite.com/donate/fund/luzgal8l
https://cafod.org.uk/fundraise/parishes/virtual-envelope
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/athccqtw
https://parishes.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/catholic-parish-of-guildford-fundraising-page?edit=page
https://parishes.walk.cafod.org.uk/fundraising/catholic-parish-of-guildford-fundraising-page?edit=page
https://vimeo.com/1158328018/cb4a2d0dbd
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CONfhrASy44

lunch. It's free, but you're invited to make cash donations for CAFOD.

CAR PARKING

It was great to see so many people attending the Masses on ASH
WEDNESDAY. Unfortunately this caused blockages in the Car Parks and we
particularly apologise to those with limited mobility who weren't able to access
the Presbytery Car Park - which is for clergy, staff and those who struggle with
walking. Please support our brothers and sisters by NOT parking in the
Presbytery Car Park unless you have limited mobility or are visiting the
house. 10 spaces are available in the Car Park downstairs - marked with a Red
Line (please note all other spaces belong to Guildford Council.) Thank you for
your help and understanding.

WE DARE TO ASK - LENT COURSE
We Dare To Ask is a resource for small group faith-sharing and for individual

meditation, featuring five sessions each helping to prepare us for Easter and
focussing on the promises made at Baptism. It follows a similar format to the
material used during Lent during the Jubilee Year - We Dare to Hope.

The Catholic Parish of Guildford is offering this resource as a Lent Course
which will run on the Wednesdays during Lent (except for the 3rd week in Lent
where it will be on the Tuesday) in St Joseph's parish hall - starting at 11am until
around 12.30pm. Refreshments will be served from the end of the 10am mass.

Please sign up here: https:/icpg.churchsuite.com/events/bnn80yxv

MASS INTENTIONS - THIS COMING WEEK



https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bnn80yxv
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/bnn80yxv

Please click here: Int 21st February 2026 .pdf

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Monday evenings at St Pius X at 7pm staring on Monday 23rd February
Wednesdays at St Edwards after 11am Mass starting on 25th February

Thursdays at St Edwards - 7.30pm starting on 26th February

Fridays at St Joseph's at 7.30pm Starting on 20th February
Sundays at St Mary's at 3pm starting on 22nd February

Join a prayer vigil for Bishop Andrew

Following last week's sad news that the Anglican Bishop of Guildford: Bishop
Andrew, has had a terminal cancer diagnosis, the Bishop's Leadership Team
has organised a Day of Prayer for Bishop Andrew at Guildford Cathedral on
Monday 23 February from 12 noon to 10:00pm.

All are welcome and encouraged to join us at any stage during the day, for as
long as you are able to stay.

CONFIRMATION PERPARATION 2026

This year, there are two routes to the Sacrament of Confirmation for young
people in school years 10 to 13. The Focus youth group remains a path for
those who are already active members of that group. For those who are not
involved in Focus there will be a Confirmation Programme at St Joseph's on
Sunday afternoons in May and June - please sign up using this form if you
haven't already been in touch with the parish about

Confirmation. https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/qgridhOba

LENT 2026 BIBLE STUDIES ONLINE



https://cdn.email.cdn.churchsuite.com/V8OyZnQRk6mNeqIF45JA
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/qrldh0ba
https://cpg.churchsuite.com/events/qrldh0ba

You're warmly invited to join the Lent 2026 Bible Studies, a FREE, six-week
journey presented LIVE ONLINE by Mauro lannicelli of Come & See Catholic
Formation Ministries who will break-open the forthcoming Lenten Sunday
Gospels with in-depth teaching and stimulating questions, preparing you to hear
them proclaimed at Mass.

Starts: Tues 17th February, 2026 @7pm

Six consecutive Tuesdays: 17 Feb | 24 Feb | 03 Mar | 10 Mar | 17 Mar | 24
Mar (7-8:15pm).

Free of Charge | LIVE on YouTube.

Registration: comeandsee.org/lent26

ST JOSEPH'S SHOP NEWS
Walk alongside Our Lord this Lent with meditations on the Way of the

Cross — various booklets to help you on the journey can be purchased in
St Joseph's Church shop. For children — count down the days of Lent with
a beautiful Scripturama map of the Holy Land.

Mothering Sunday, St Patrick's Day, Communion and Easter cards and
gifts are now in stock. Do come and browse!

WALK WITH ME LENT BOOKLETS - 25t anniversary edition

Walk with me is a prayer and scripture journey for the season of Lent. It is
printed as an A6 booklet which contains a brief reflection, either on the scripture


https://comeandsee.org/lent26
https://comeandsee.org/lent26

reading of the day or on a catechetical theme. These are now available in the
shop at St Joseph's and St Pius

PARISH LUNCH AT ST EDWARD'S

Parish lunch @ St Edward's on the last Tuesday of the month

24th February 12:30-14:30 includes a welcome drink of wine or juice.
This month the vegetarian soups are sponsored and all funds raised will be
donated to Guildford Action which is our local charity supporting local people.

Vegan and other dietary needs can be accommodated.
Toni@Hourahane.com 07798 692022 Gift aid envelopes will be available for all

donations."

THE GUILDFORD BEREAVEMENT CAFE

is run by parishioners from the four churches within the Catholic Parish of
Guildford at St. Mary's Church Hall on the last Saturday of each month from

10a.m to 12 noon. the Next Saturday is 2gth February.

Should you prefer a one-to-one chat then please contact the Parish Office who
will be able to put you in touch with one of the Bereavement Team.

REQUEST FOR BALLS OF WOOL FOR WOMEN IN PRISON

A great number of women at HMP Send take great comfort in knitting and
crochet, and our chaplaincy supports this creative work as part of their
wellbeing and rehabilitation. We are currently running low on wool and would be
grateful for donations of any colour or thickness.

If you're able to contribute a ball or two, please leave them in the designated box
in the narthex of St Joseph's. Your generosity will make a real difference to the
women who rely on these crafts for calm, connection, and hope.



Thank you for your kindness.

The Chaplaincy Team at HMP Send

ST MARY BABY & TODDLER GROUP
Tuesdays during term-time 9am - 10.30 Do come along and join us at our

Baby and Toddler group in St Mary's church hall. A fun, space for young children
to play together and parents and carers to socialise with each other.

THANK YOU!

For your generous donations to the 10% Appeal held across the Guildford Hub
during Advent &.Christmas, the total for which is currently estimated at
£13,000.00 including Gift Aid to be reclaimed. The beneficiaries include Mary's
Meals (International), Housing Justice (National) & Matrix Trust (local). Thank
you very much for your support!

Fearless Youth Group

Join Fearless for school years 3-6! Meet at St Joseph's Church

Hall on Mondays (5:15-6:45 PM) for faith, friendship, and fun. Enjoy home-
cooked meals, crafts, indoor hockey, consoles, and games. Each session
includes prayer and discussion.

Cost: £2 donation (includes dinner).

Fusion Youth Group

Fusion welcomes students in Years 7-9 to St Joseph's Church Hall
on Mondays (6:45-8:15 PM). Enjoy fun games like indoor hockey, make
friends, and explore faith in a supportive environment. These sessions are free.



If you are interested in attending either of the groups - or if you are a
parishioner willing to help - please contact Ellie@cpg.church.

BECOME A FRIEND OF RADIO MARIA

You can become a Friend and you will benefit from a weekly Mass which will be
said for the intentions of all Friends in return for a minimum £5 annual donation.
You can

donate for friends and family too. Go to the Radio Maria website home page and

click on Friends of Radio Maria enrolment

WESTMINSTER CHOIR SCHOOL

Is there a boy in your parish who really loves to sing?
Families can explore chorister opportunities at Westminster Cathedral Choir
School's next '‘Being a Chorister' Zoom Information Session takes place on;
7 Wednesday, 11 March 2026

116:30pm
This is an opportunity to find out more about chorister life, meet some choristers
and the team. We warmly invite any families who are interested in learning more
to join us.


mailto:Ellie@cpg.church
https://radiomariaengland.uk/

EFFINGHAM

CRANMORE + MANOR HOUSE + ST TERESA'S

FAITH DISCUSSION
EVENING

Wednesday 18 March  6:00pm-8:00pm
St Teresas School RHS 65T

Join us for an evening of thought-provoking discussion, fellowship, and spiritual
insight with fantastic visiting speakers:
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Fr Toby Lees Fiorella Nash

Topics to include:
* How to grow Faith in our modern world
* Acedia (the spiritual vice you didn't know you had)
* How Al and how social media is making it worse?
* Does St Francis still have anything to teach us?

SCA“ 1'0 BOOK “_:5-.,, ' ::_ Donations welcomed on

the day going towards:

Youn PLACE 't ;".:;. .: = Running the event

: pr T - Radio Maria
QB_C’UQSJEBE \Z e R « Franciscan Friars of

Renewal

‘Reason always stands in need of being purified by faith’
Pope Benedict XVI

CRANMORE MANOR HOUSE ST TERESA’S

<~Register online:

https://tinyurl.com/2zsf92j8

or contact:
Rachel Bonnet
\. 020 7798 9081

£ rbonnet@choirschool.com



https://tinyurl.com/2zsf92j8
mailto:rbonnet@choirschool.com

SUNDAY MASS ONLINE: 10.30am and 5pm
JOIN US FOR DAILY MASS ONLINE: Monday-Saturday - 10 am
EVENING PRAYER 6pm (Mon-Fri)

Please join us by clicking_here.

If you have any intentions that you would like the community to pray for: an
anniversary, sick family member or friend, someone or something that can be
included in the 6pm Evening Prayer Intercessions please

email: office@cpg.church or 01483 562704

LORD,
The Word who is Life.

May all the people of our Diocese grow in openness
to the power of the Holy Spirit,
so that through a growth in understanding and courage,
and truly open to your call,
we may bear powerful witness
to all around us,
for you are Lord for ever and ever,

AMEN
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Catholic Parish of Guildford


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XN_4DbyEggs
mailto:office@cpg.church

